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ABSTRACT: The paper discusses recently published evidence of the Roman presence in Anthemous and Mygdonia
from the IInd c. B.C. to the IInd c. A.D. and attempts to elucidate the possible links of the conventus c. Romanorum
of Acanthos with the emergence of a Roman city in Apollonia of Mygdonia.

The influx of Roman negotiatoresin Macedonia
in the wake of the establishment of Roman rule is
well attested2. Moreover, epigraphic documents
testify to the formation of a conventus civium
Romanorumin more than one city as early as the
middle of the Ist c. B.C.: Beroia, Akanthos, Ido-
menai, Styberra, Edessa and Thessalonica. The
presence of such communities is equally assumed
for other cities —Herakleia in Lyncestis for one,
and Stobi— on the basis of the evidence for numer-
ous persons bearing the Roman tria nomina. The
Roman element was soon invigorated by the
settlement of veteran colonists and the foundation
of several colonies on Macedonian soil: at Cassan-
dreia and Dium in 43 or 42 B.C. by Brutus, in
Philippi by Marc Anthony in 42 B.C., in Pella,
before 30 B.C. (?), to be reinforced all too soon
by Augustus himself. In all of the above cases the
strategic importance of their location on major
communications arteries or ports seems to have
been the main attraction or the reason for the site’s
selection at a time when recurrent barbaric in-
vasions took advantage of the devastation of the
country to dispute the Roman rule and occupation.

The recent publication of inscriptions from
Anthemous and Mygdonia testifies to the early
presence of Roman negotiatores in Chalcidice
during the IInd century B.C., well before the foun-
dation of the Roman colony at Cassandreia3. Their
installation in what appears to be the back-waters
of Chalcidice can only be associated with the exploi-
tation of the resources of aregion rich in agricultural
products and, most importantly, in timber and
minerals —indeed gold and silver*—where it would

seem plausible to assume the existence of extended
public Roman —formerly royal Macedonian—
domains. For this however, there is no evidence.
It would also seem plausible to assume that they
represent the nucleus of the conventus c. R. which
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appears established before the end of the Ist century
B.C. in Akanthos, the natural maritime outlet of
the area and, more importantly, the safest port of
call for ships linking the East to the West, at atime
when land transportations where plagued by
barbarian raids and Philippi, with its port of
Neapolis, were not yet under Roman controls.

The situation was drastically remedied under the
peace of Augustus. With Thrace under Roman
control and, later, under direct Roman rule, with
the establishment and fast development of the
Roman colony at Philippi and that of Apri to the
North of the Thracian Chersonese some decades
laters, the safety of the land transports was guaran-
teed. The importance of Akanthos seems to have
declined, herrole being taken over by Neapolis, and
nothing more is heard of its conventus c. Roma-
norum. Was it absorbed in the colony of Cassandreia?

The assumption would have been plausible were
it not for some unexpected evidence testifying to
the persistence of domiciliated Romans in
Mygdonia, at least to the end of the Ist century
A.D. No less than 21 ephebes —out of a total of
180, indeed 11%— in four different ephebic lists
from the city of Kalindoia (modern Kalamoton)
carry the Roman citizenship or use Roman nomina
(or derivatives of such nomina) in an otherwise
Greek type of nomenclature’. To judge by their
cognomina, three of them appearto belong toneo-
Romans of non Italic origin, owing their en-
franchisment to emperors of the Julio-Claudian
and Flavian dynasties: T. KAa0drog Zwaoipocs, T.
dLGovTog *Atordmviog?, T'dtog Tovhlog Ma-
pac!%; five others are of Italic origin on the evidence
of their latin cognomina, enfranchised probably
under the triumvirate or by some Julian emperor!!.
Furthermore, eight ephebes, also of Ttalic origin,
descend probably from families of negotiatorest2.
The names of five other Roman gentes's, are de-
duced from various forms of nomenclature borne
by non-Roman citizens, as are the names of the
Publicii*t and the Ventuleni's attested in epitaphs
of later date from the same area. It is noteworthy
that none of these non imperial gentes s attested
in the relatively scanty prosopography of the
Roman colony of Cassandreials.

Archaeological and epigraphic discoveries from
Kalindoia indicate amajor rise of the importance
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of the city under Augustus; there is evidence for
the instauration in the city of the cult of Rome and
Augustus —with monthly sacrifices, athletic
contests and other festivities— and for the dedi-
cation of a statue of Cesar Augustus funded by a
wealthy citizen, Apollonios son of Apollonios son
of Kertimmas!?. Was it the influx in Kalindoia of
the Roman negotiatores of the area and the es-
tablishment of the conventus c. Romanorumwhich
accrued the city’simportance and wealth, bringing
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about the astonishing demographicbloom attested
by the large numbers of ephebes yearly attending
the local gymnasium in the second half of the Ist
century A.D.? Indeed the two complete ephebic
lists of Kalindoia'8 contain the names of 90 and 65
ephebes respectively. This development would
seem quite plausible if, as supported in a com-
munication recently presented by our colleague
Miltiades B. Hatzopoulos'9, the plain of Kalindoia
was by no means some cut-off area, but formed
part of the old route of the via Egnatia, as indeed
of its predecessors, the Baoiiixn 686g of the
Macedonian kings and, before that, that of the
Persian occupation2o. With the pacification of the
land communications under Augustus, our Mygdo-
nian city was best suited and well located to become
the epicentre of business and commercial undertak-
ings in the area and, as inferred in the honorary
decree for Apollonios son of Apollonios?, it did
its best to grasp and take advantage of the spirit
of the times.

However, the boom of Kalindoia does not ap-
pearto outlive the end of the century. The econo-
mic, cultural and demographic blossoming illustra-
ted by documents of the early imperial period,
appears to wither away as early as the turning of
the IInd century A.D., as does the presence of
Romans. To trust the archaeological evidence, the
old prosperity dissolved into obscurity.

The key tothe mystery both of the disappearance
of the Roman consistentes and of Kalindoia’s
decline may be sought in yet another unexpected
epigraphic discovery, originating from abordering
region. A fragmentary latin imperial letter dated
to the year 137 A.D. was recently discovered on
the southern bank of Lake Bolbe. Adressed by the
emperor Hadrian to the ITviriand the decuriones
of the Apollonienses, it reveals a fact hitherto
unattested: that the Mygdonian city of Apollonia,
Kalindoia’s neighbour to the North, had acquired
some kind of Roman civic status. The equally
fragmentary text of a second imperial letter en-
graved on the same slab and evidently anterior to
the former letter mentions the construction of a
stabulumfor the convenience of through travellers
and the provision for the city’s water supply,
entrusted to the care of the imperial procurator
by an emperor, whose name does not survivez2,

This extraordinary discovery was bound to
intrigue. Our sources do not list Apollonia of
Chalcidice among the rare colonies of the Balkan
peninsula: in the late Roman itineraries Apollonia
is qualified as mansio, neither as civitas nor as
colonia?3. Moreover, there isno evidence of Latin
documents anterior to the IInd c. A.D. from the
area. In acommunication presentedin 1992 at the
2nd Congress of Thracian Studies in Komotini4
we tried to identify certain analogies believed to
exist in the evolvement of the presence of the
Roman element in the Thracian Chersonese on
one hand and in Mygdonia on the other: the Roman
negotiatores came to eastern Chalcidice on the
morrow of the Roman conquest, as they didin the
Chersonese; they settled probably in Akanthos,
the main outlet of the rich mineral ore of the region
and of the local agricultural products, but also the
starting point of an important maritime route
leading to the Hellenistic East, as they didin Koila,
atatime when the principal land road, the famous
via militaris constructed by the proconsul Caius

18. Hatzopoulos-Loukopoulou, Recherches187-93,nos.
K9and K11 (Museum of Thessalonike Cat. nos. 2668 and
2667).

19. M.B. Hatzopoulos,“The Via Egnatia from Thessa-
lonike to Apollonia”, Acts of the International Congress
in Honour of N.G.L. Hammond “Historical Topography
of Macedonia and Thrace”, Pentalophos (nome of Kozani),
May 1993 (forthcoming).

20. Seerecently L. Loukopoulou, ““O ®iiumwog B xai
1 éxToTN TG Pacihixiig Sudt Thig Opdxrng 660", Acts of
the International Congress in Honour of N.G.L. Hammond
“Historical Topography of Macedonia and Thrace”,
Pentalophos (nome of Kozani), May 1993 (forthcoming).

21. Supra,n. 17.

22. The documents were presented at the Vth Interna-
tional Symposium on Ancient Macedonia, in November
1990 (and in early 1991 in a conference at Athens) by our
colleague Professor George Souris, to whom I extend my
sincere thanks for the information cited above.

23. For a discussion of the testimonia and epigraphic
evidence, see Papazoglou, Villes218-22.

24. L.D. Loukopoulou, “"H gwpaixn magovaia atnv
votwoavatolxn @pdxn”, IId International Symposium
of Thracian Studies, Komotini, September 1992 (forth-
coming).
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Egnatius —indeed her eastern part— offered no
guarantees of security. In Akanthos as in Koila
they formed a conventus. Eventually, the security
of communications was established through the
pax Romana and guaranteed henceforth by the
presence of aRoman colony, Philippi, in eastern
Macedonia, and, soon thereafter, by a second
colony, Apros, in south-eastern Thrace. The newly
created situation drove the Italics to relocate in
proximity of the principal East-West communica-
tions axis. Kalindoia, situated at short distance
from the via Egnatia—if not on its older course
itself, as suggested aboves— welcomed a large
part of the members of the conventusof Akanthos
and exploited dynamically this favourable reverse
of fortunes, as attested by the decree honouring
Apollonios son of Apollonios and by the ephebic
lists of the second half of the Ist century A.D.

The decline of Kalindoia just after the turn of
the century couldnot be independent of the deve-
lopments registeredin her bounds: the emergence
of Apollonia as a city of Roman status in the early
IInd century. Indeed the attribution of the Roman
civicstatus to Apollonia can not possibly antedate
the end of the Ist c. A.D. For it would be hard to
believe that Kalindoia would attract the domi-
ciliation of the Italics of the region and that they
would participate in the cultural and religious life
of the Greek city, if a Roman colony or municipium
had already been established afew miles from there,
indeed on the principal communications artery of
the area.

Did Apolionia’s transformation then coincide
with the important works announced in the letter
of the unidentified emperor, which, on their part,
imply measures for the amelioration of the military
artery (construction of a stabulum, water ali-
mentation)? One could not miss the connotation
withthe extensive repair works of the via Egnatia
undertaken by Trajan26, which probably culminated
inthe reinforcement of the Roman presence along
its axis, as evidenced by the foundation in areas of
crucial importance of yet further civic centers,
such as Ulpia Topeiros, on the crossing of the river
Nestos, and of Traianopolisnear that of the river
Hebros?7. Seen from that angle, we propose to
view the transformation of Apollonia as being part
of this reshaping?s, aiming at relocating and
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attracting thither the members of the neighbouring
conventus ¢. Romanorum, which was upgraded,
indeed promoted, to a municipium, folllowing a
model applied in more than one cases by the
emperors of the Aelian house in dealing with similar
situations.

Kalindoia, deprived of her role of epicentre of
the Roman presence and of the economic boom
which the latter brought about, and bypassed by
the course of the great military and commercial
road, withered away eventually for good.

L. D. Loukopoulou

Centre for Greek and Roman Studies
National Hellenic Research Foundation
University of Cyprus
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de la Via Egnatia”, BCH 100 (1976) 177-200.
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28. Areshaping probably associated with the relocation
of the Mygdonian part of the road, which was henceforth
reinforced to cross the less stable soils of the southern coast
of the two lakes, as was recently suggested by our colleague
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ROMAN NOMINA ATTESTED IN ANTHEMOUS AND KALINDOIA*

Antonii
Aurelii
Bruttii
Caecilii
Cassii
Cottii
Claudii
Ferranii

Flavii

Herennii

Tulii

Maesii (vel Messii)
Olii

Publicii

Rennii

Rhodii

Scanii

Statilii

Sulpicii

Terentii
Tessidii
Valerii

Ventuleni

M. "Aviwviog Advyog

8 persons

Bpouttiog Kpnoxng

A. Kawxiiiog ‘Podgog

K. Kdoolog Zexotvdog
Aovniog Kéttiog Ovfigog
T. Khavdrog Zwopog
Agtniog Peppdviog Falov vidg
T. ®PAAOVLOC "ATTOANDVLOG
dhaovia Miota
‘Eévviog Admwvog
A.Toviog Kéhep Kéhepog
I. "Tovhog ITgdnhog,viol
T'atog “Tovhog Magag
2éetog “Tovhog ITpdrrog
M. Maiorog OtarégLog

I'. "Q\og Maviov vidg
IMoumhwio "EAmidiov
‘Pévviog Tripng

KnCeBig "Podravog
Zndviog ITpdnAov

T. Ztateidlog

A. Zovhrtintog F'aag
KAedpaxog ZovAnd

T. Tepévtiog ZexoHvoog
T. Teooidlog ITiotog

M. Maiarog Otahéprog
OVEVTOUANVOG (Z)UEQTLS

OvevVIOUANVOS " Appavég

K9C70

K11C45
K9 B56
K9 C69
K11D61
K9D100
K4
K11A1-2
K6
K11B17
K9 B24
K9 B25
K9 D95
K9 D97
K11 D65
A6

Al4
K11B20
K12 12
K9 C63
K1221
K9 C68
K9 D90
K12 14
K11 B21
K11 D65
Al51-3
A159-11

* References are to Hatzopoulos-Loukopoulou, Recherches 1.
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