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MARIA GEROLYMATOU

The Metropolis of Athens from the Latin to the Ottoman
Conquest

The metropolis of Athens is first mentioned in the second notitia episcopatuum,
which dates from the 8th or the first years of the 9th century!. Hereafter it
appears regularly in the ecclesiastical taktika as the head of an ecclesiastical
province comprising ten to twelve bishoprics. The Frankish conquest of
Greece following the fourth crusade had certainly an impact on the Athenian
metropolis. In November 1204 Boniface of Montferrat, king of Thessalonica,
occupied Athens and distributed his possessions to his vassals. Athens was
given to the Burgundian noble Guy de la Roche who founded the Duchy of
Athens?. The Duchy succumbed to the Catalan Company in 13113, In 1385
Athens, was occupied by Nerio I Acciaiuoli (F1394), of the famous Florentine
family of bankers. The Catalans resisted in the Acropolis, which was taken on
May 2, 1388 after a lengthy siege*. Shortly before his death Nerio placed the
city under the protection of the Venetians®. The Venetians kept Athens from
the end of 1394 to January 1403. After this brief interruption, Athens remained
under the Acciaiuolis’ rule until the Ottoman occupation of the city in 14565,

The succession of the Orthodox prelates was interrupted when the Franks
took over Athens and a Latin archbishop replaced the Orthodox one. In 1204
the metropolitan of Athens Michael Choniates sought refuge to the island of
Kea, and in 1217 moved to Evripos’. Choniates seems to have tried to keep in
touch with the Patriarchate living in exile, as it is suggested by the fact that he
recommended his chartophylax to Patriarch Manuel 1 (1217-1222)8. The Latin
archbishop who replaced the Orthodox was expected to promote the papal
policy of controlling the Greek Church. The Roman Church demanded from
the representatives of the Orthodox Church that they swear obedience to the
Pope, while in 1209 pope Innocent III (1198-1216) confirmed all the possessions

1  Darrouzis, Notitiae episcopatuum 19, no. 2.38.

2 LoncgnNoN, The Frankish States 236, 238.

3 K. SerToN, The Catalans in Greece, 1311-1380, in: ibid. III. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Centuries. 1975 (ed. HW. Hazarp). Madison, WI-London, 1975, 167-224.

4 K. SettOoN, The Catalans and Florentines in Greece, 1380-1462, in: ibid. 238-245.

5 Monumenta Peloponnesiaca. Documents for the history of the Peloponnese in the 14th
and 15th centuries (ed. J. CHrysosToMIDES). Camberley-Surrey 1995, no. 160.122-130.

6 SerToNn, The Catalans and Florentines 259-270.

7  Michaelis Choniatae Epistulae 7%-8* Choniates  attitude towards the Latins does not
permit the assumption of some scholars that he tried to establish relations with the Latin
Church (Suawcross, Golden Athens 85-86).

8 Michaelis Choniatae Epistulae no. 171.19-27.
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and the bishoprics of the metropolis of Athens?. However, Orthodox prelates
in Athens as well as in other places under Latin dominion did not come to
terms with the Roman Church and consequently their sees were left vacant
for a very long time. According to a document of the Patriarch Antonios IV
(1389-1390, 1391-1397) dating to 1393, it was only some years earlier that a
metropolitan bishop had managed to assume duties in Athens. The patriarchal
document explains that ordained metropolitans were actually titular and did
not reside in the city because of the oppression and authoritarian rule of the
late lords of Athens (tTvpavvidt kol SecTrotelq TOV AQYOVTWV €ketvav)®. The
Patriarch obviously alludes to the period of the Catalan dominion.

We have a few data concerning the prelates of Athens after 1204,
while the list of metropolitan bishops drafted by the Archbishop of Athens
Chrysostomos Papadopoulos in the early 20th century is far from being
reliable. The first known metropolitan after the foundation of the Frankish
Duchy of Athens is Meletios!?, an active participant in the sessions of the
patriarchal synod in Constantinople in 1280. He was apparently a titular
obliged to remain in Constantinople, like so many other prelates whose sees
were under Latin dominion. According to George Pachymeres, Meletios was
hostile to the theological opinions expressed by the unionist Patriarch John XI
Bekkos (1275-1282) in matters concerning the procession of the Holy Spirit'.
The Patriarch tried to interpret certain passages of the Greek Fathers in favour
of the Filioque. Around Meletios and the metropolitan of Ephesos a group
of prelates who rejected Bekkos™ opinions was formed. Although these high
clerics had initially accepted the Union of the Churches, they later changed
their mind (uelcovog KakoOD TOD SOKETV TTAQAKLVETY dOyUaTO EAATTOV KAKOV TO
nuaetiotol Geict, Totncouévols elprnvny Letd GAALGVT®VY &v delolg SOyuaact).
Meletios was so ardent in his dogmatic beliefs that he stated that he was ready
to go to exile for defending them™. He obviously had a strong personality®. He
is probably identified with Meletios, proedros Madytou, at whose incitement

9 Acta Innocentii Pp. III (ed. T. HarLuscynskyi). Citta del Vaticano 1944, 357-362; J. RICHARD,
The Establishment of the Latin Church in the Empire of Constantinople (1204-27), in: Latins
and Greeks in the Eastern Mediterranean after 1204 (eds B. ArBEL et al.). London 1989, 45-
49; see also J. Kober, Der Schutzbrief des Papstes Innozenz III fiir die Kirche Athens. JOB 26
(1977) 129-141.

10 F. MikvrosicH — I. MULLER, Acta et diplomata graeca medii aevi, 6 vols. Vienna 1860-1890,
vol. II, no. 435, p. 165.

11 ParaporouLros, 'ExkkAncio A9nvadv 41-46; G. FepaLto, Hierarchia ecclesiastica orientalis,
1. Patriarchatus constantinopolitanus. Padova 1988, 491, who is largely based on Archbishop
Chrysostomos’ list and must be used with caution.

12 PLP 17736.

13 On the theological discussions which followed the Union of Lyon, see CH. ARABATZES,
EXKANGLAGTIKO-TTOMTIKES Kal deoloyikeg Siepyaciec aThv KovatavTivouToin Gtov dstdnyo
TAg cuvddou Tig Avav (1274-1280). Byzantina 20 (1999) 199-251.

14  On this, see Georges Pachymeres Relations Historiques II (ed. A. FaiLLer) (CFHB 24/2),
VI, 23; cf. Regestes IV, no. 1446.

15 Regestes IV, no. 1447.
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the future Patriarch Gregorios II (1283-1289) wrote the Life of St Euthymios,
bishop of Madyta (10th century)®. This testifies to the ties of Meletios with the
patriarchal entourage.

The names of Meletios™ successors at the end of the 13th and the first
years of the 14th century are not known!”. The most famous metropolitan bishop
of Athens during the period of the Latin occupation was Anthimos. He was
later transferred to the Church of Crete, imprisoned for his activities and died
in prison®®. The author of his Life, Patriarch Neilos Kerameus (1379-1388), does
not provide any information about Anthimos’ family, education and career. He
refers simply to his ability to deal with difficult situations, which would have
led the Patriarch to transfer him to Crete: tiig¢ Adnvalov molews dpelduevog,
N kekMipwTo, Ti TV Kontdv pliotnot viiop®. The participle dgelduevog and
the verb €piotnet mean that Anthimos was transferred to the Church of Crete
and was not simply given the metropolis €mddcews Adyw?’. Crete was slightly
inferior to Athens in the ecclesiastical taktika (30th versus 28th rank). This
disadvantage was probably counterbalanced by the fact that Anthimos was
entrusted with a special mission. There is much confusion about the chronology
of Anthimos’ life?’. The editor of the Life dates Anthimos’ election at the see

16 V. AntonIADES, ['eweylov 100 Kumelov 'Eykoutov €ic tov uéyav Evdvulov Emicroitov
Madvtwv. DIEEE 4 (1887) 387-422. On the inscription of the enkomion £ aitncewg ypagev
100 Adnvav 1epod Meletiov srpoedpevovtog Tote Tiig Madvtwv ékkAnciag, see ibid. 392.
17 Archbishop Chrysostomos Papadopoulos (Papaporouros, 'ExkAncia Adnvedv 43) names
Lazaros, archbishop (sic) of Sinai, who would have been elected and ordained metropolitan of
Athens by the Patriarch of Alexandria in 1308. Unfortunately Papadopoulos does not cite his
sources. A bishop of Sinai named Lazaros was elected metropolitan of Athens in 1510 (and not
in 1308) (DEmMETRIOS SINAITES, metropolitan of Argyrokastron, Agylestickomol To0 Xwd, in:
Ywaitikd Alsrtuya. Athens—Cairo 2016, 196, 198. Demetrios Sinaites refers to an unpublished
notice in Sin. gr. 1605, f. 306; A. Marinescu, The hierarchs’ catalogue of Monastery St.
Catherine in Mount Sinai. Etudes byzantines et post-byzantines IV (2001) 284 n. 107). I wish
to thank Dr. G. Foukaneli for providing these references.

18 C. Dyovouniotkgs, ‘O "Aviiwog Adnvav kol stpoedpos Kontng 6 ‘Ouoloyntig. EEBS 9
(1932) 47-79. On Anthimos, see E. KounToura-GALAKE — N. KouTraKOU, O Aviipog Adnvav,
Tmededpoc Kentng, katr ov avtidetikés tdoelg opdodogng cucamelpwong kol SidoTacng
oTnv VGteEn Pugavtivit emoyn. Mia TTEOGEYYION UEG® T®V AOYIWV OYLOAOYIK®OV KELUEV®V.
Thesaurismata 41-42 (2011-2012) 341-358.

19 Dryovouniotes, O "Avihpog Adnvov 68.18-21.

20 On the transfers of bishops, see J. DaArRroUZES, Le traité des transfers. Edition critique et
commentaire. REB 42 (1984) 147-214. On the advantages of the £€mwi{docig in comparison with
the uetddeaig, see E. CHAaTZIANTONIOU, ‘H TTOQO)0dQENGN KAT €TT{50GLV EKKANGLAGTIK®Y £5QRV.
Byzantiaka 29 (2008) 151-152.

21 R.Janin, following Papadopoulos’ list, places Anthimos right after Meletios (Dictionnaire
d’histoire et de géographie ecclésiastiques, vol. 5, col. 41, s.v. Athenes). G. Fedalto includes in
the metropolitan list of Athens two prelates named Anthimos. The first one would date from
the years 1300 and would be the immediate successor of Meletios and the second one ante
1364. This one would be Anthimos the Confessor (FEpaLto, Hierarchia ecclesiastica 491). G.
Fedalto merges probably the chronologies provided by Chrysostomos Papadopoulos with those
proposed by J. Darrouzes (Regestes VI, no. 2463) and invents a second Anthimos.
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of Crete towards the end of the first half of the 14th century*. Anthimos was
probably elected metropolitan bishop of Crete during the so-called “Democracy
of St Titus”, when local Venetian landlords together with the Greeks rebelled
against the Venetian authorities?. The author of the Life insists on the fact that
Cretans, who lived under foreign rule for a very long time, rebelled against the
Venetian authorities (Tolg TuEAVVODGL €TTETEVTO KOl KQATAGOVTES EENAAGAV
Ti¢ vigov) and dispatched an embassy to Constantinople to ask the Patriarch
to ordain a metropolitan bishop (wpecPevovtal TEOS TOV ... TAG oikovUEVNG
ATTACNS AEYLEQEN ... U GPAC TTAQLOEIV MGTTEQ TTOLUVIOV AVETTIGKOTIOV)*.

The rebellion of St Titus broke out in 1363. Although Venice managed
to recapture the towns and fortresses by the end of 1365, the rebellion was not
completely suppressed before 1368. In the context of this critical situation, the
Emperor and the Patriarch took the opportunity to dispatch an orthodox prelate
with the task to revive the faith of the indigenous Greeks to the Eastern Church.
The Patriarch chose Anthimos for this undertaking. A metropolitan bishop
of Athens participated in a series of sessions of the patriarchal synod from
October 1364 until September 1365%. He was probably elected and ordained by
Patriarch Philotheos Kokkinos (1353-1354, 1364-1376) at the beginning of the
second mandate of the latter. Apparently, after his ordination, Anthimos stayed
in Constantinople for some time and then he was transferred to Crete in late
1365/early 1366%. As since 1204 there was no orthodox metropolitan bishop in
Crete, Anthimos’ role was decisive in pursuing the policies of Constantinople.
Consequently, he was imprisoned by the Venetians, who had in the meantime
regained partially the control, for inciting the Cretans to resist and for carrying
on the revolt longer. According to his biographer Anthimos died in prison?.

After Anthimos’ transfer to Crete, Philotheos Kokkinos decided to
entrust the hieromonk Neophytos? with the administration of the metropole of
Athens and the neighbouring bishopric of Evripos, which was under Venetian
dominion®. Neophytos would have the right to ordain lectors (dvayv®dcTeg)
and to found new churches. At the same time, the Patriarch bestowed on him

22 Dvyovouniotss, ‘O "Avihipog Adnvidv 50.

23 S. McKEEg, The Revolt of Saint Tito in Fourteenth-Century Venetian Crete: a Reassessment.
Mediterranean Historical Review 9 (1994) 173-204.

24  DyovounIoTEs, ‘O "Aviipog Adnvdv 68.22-69.11.

25 Regestes VI, nos 2463, 2475, 2478, 2480-2482, 2488-2489, 2491, 2502.

26 Ibid. no. 2507.

27 Dvyovouniotes, ‘O "Avipwog Adnvav 72.5-17: TAGxovGL T devdtata HGTTeQ €1KOS TOUG
OTTAOLG KEKQATNUEVOLS, Ol UEV olkTioTE Yavdiep Swaedagévies, ol § €gavdpattodicdévieg
JTAVOLKEGIQ ... £V TOUTOLS KOl O ... TToluiy GLAAauBdvetol, Teodectv uev og €pedicetv Tolg
Kofitag avtolc dvdicTacdor kal xeovidTeQov TOV TTOAELOV ELQYAGUEVOC.

28  Archbishop Chrysostomos Papadopoulos (‘H ExkAncio Adnvidv 43) erronecously names
the hieromonk Nikodemos. He is also mistaken in identifying him with the metropolitan
elected in 1371.

29 MikLosicH — MULLER, Acta I, no. 224, p. 483-484. Evripos was the first in the list of
suffragan bishoprics of Athens.
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the authority to guide spiritually the Orthodox population with emphasis on
the need to prevent them from contracting improper marriages (dGTe ATEYEWV
adewrtoyouiog, Toyaulag, avnfdTntog Kal TV AOLTTOV KEK®AVUEVOV YAL®V).
The term dabdewtoyauio refers probably to the contraction of mixed marriages
between Orthodox Greeks and Latins. Trigamy is condemned by the Orthodox
Church, but tolerated only under certain circumstances®. The term dvnfdotng
refers to minors (under the age of fourteen for boys and twelve for girls) for
whom marriage was forbidden by law®. The appointment of Neophytos had as
first objective to put an order in marital practices. Apparently the long absence
of an Orthodox bishop had led to some permissiveness which the Patriarch
wished to check. However, the responsibilities of hieromonk Neophytos should
be suspended, when a proper metropolitan would be ordained.

A metropolitan bishop of Athens was appointed sometime in 1370/1371,
since in May 1371 an unknown prelate of Athens is mentioned as receiving the
administration of Thebes and Neai Patrai and of the archbishopric of Aigina®.
He assumed the ordinary responsibilities of a bishop, with the exception of
seating in the oUvdpovov®. The Patriarch assigned him the task of ordaining
priests for all the neighbouring churches which did not have a bishop and
had not been assigned kat &midocwv. Obviously, the Patriarch’s aim was to
find a solution to the acute problem of ordination of Orthodox priests. We
know from other sources that persons who wished to be ordained priests had
to travel to a place where there was an Orthodox bishop. Methone in the
southwestern Peloponnese was such a place®. It can be supposed that at the
end of the seventh decade of the 14th century the Patriarch tried to ensure a
second episcopal seat for the ordination of priests. As in the second half of
the 14th century the power of the Catalans was weakened, an agreement with
the Catalans might have been reached for this purpose.

This agreement, if there had been one, was for a brief time. As

30 K. RaLrrLes — M. PotLEs, X0vtayua delwv kal iep®dv kavovav IV. Athens 1854, 243-245.
31 Kwvaotavtivou Aguevortovlov Ilpdyeipov Nouwv it ‘Egdfifiog (ed. K. Prrsakes). Athens
1971, 389; E. PatLaGEAN, Lenfant et son avenir dans la famille byzantine (IVeme-XIleme
siecles). Annales de démographie historique 1973, 85-93 (= Eapem, Structure sociale, famille,
chrétienté a Byzance, IVe-Xle siecle. London 1981, no. X); G. PrinzinG, Observations on the
legal status of children and the stages of childhood in Byzantium, in: Becoming Byzantine.
Children and childhood in Byzantium (ed. A. PApaconsTANTINOU — A.-M. TALBOT). Washington,
D.C,, 2009, 15-34.

32 The act is copied in Vind. Hist. gr. 47 f. 291v and is not edited by Miklosich — Miiller, who
give only a brief summary: Acta I, no. 307. It is known to me thanks to a photograph kindly
provided by the Team of the Austrian Academy of Sciences which is editing the Register of
the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

33 The privilege of seating in the synthronon was reserved to an ordained metropolitan of a
Church (yviciog dpylepetg) and not simply to a proedros: CuHATziANTONIOU, ‘H TTa.Qaxmdencon
121-122.

34 MikvrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 459, p. 205; cf. V. LaurenT, Les «Mémoires» du Grand
Ecclésiarque de I'Eglise de Constantinople Sylvestre Syropoulos sur le concile de Florence
(1438-1439). Rome 1971, 534.22-32.
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mentioned above, in a vmdéuvnua dated to 1393, Patriarch Antonios IV
claimed that it was not long ago that an Orthodox prelate entered the city
of Athens®. According to this document, after the Latin conquest nobody of
those ordained metropolitan bishops of Athens and dispatched there (o08elg
TOV XELROTOVOLUEVMV Kol TtepTtouévmv) had managed to enter the city. The first
one to do it and dwell there after 1204 (£6vvndn kai TiAc Adnvaiwv TTOAEWS
emAafEcton kal viog avTig elceAMIelv KOl KATOWKAGAL TTEAYULO TTELV yevéGDon
un etevouevov) was Dorotheos®*® who was ordained by the Patriarch Neilos
Kerameus®. Dorotheos assumed also the administration of the provinces of
Thebes and Neai Patrai, as had his predecessor in 1371%%. We do not know the
exact date of his election and ordination. The terminus ante quem is January
1388, when Neilus Kerameus passed away. Therefore Dorotheos’ election and
ordination took place sometime in 1386/1387. By that time it had become clear
that the Catalans could not resist Nerio Accaiuoli, lord of Corinth, Megara
and Thebes®, and father-in-law of the despote Theodoros I Palaiologos (1383-
1407). In 1385 Nerio became lord of Athens and in May 1388 occupied the
Acropolis. The vméuvnua of 1393 is explicit about the autoritarian rule of the
Catalans who did not allow an orthodox bishop to enter the city (tvpavvid
kol Secmotelq TdV dpydviwv ékelvwv). Apparently Nerio was less strict about
ecclesiastical affairs than his predecessors and more favourable to the Greek
Orthodox population®’. Thus the Patriarch took the opportunity to develop
relations with Athens’ new lord.

At the time of his election Dorotheos was in Thessalonica, where he
was abbot of three monasteries’. He was ordained in Constantinople and
received the documents of his ordination as metropolitan bishop of Athens. He
proved himself quite capable in dealing with difficult situations. According to
Patriarch Antonios IV, Dorotheos succeeded in reorganizing the metropolis of
Athens which had been seriously disrupted because of the long Frankish and
Catalan dominion“?. Dorotheos established his metropolis to its earlier status
and showed particular interest in teaching his congregation which had lived
for a very long time without the spiritual guidance of a bishop (wg Sokeiv
€1c TO Apxalov AITOKATOGTAVAL GYARN KAl Thv TEOTEQAV £0douuoviay Kol
gOkAnglav, Ttelv alwdiivar yepl BapPapwkil)®®. However, his activity provoked
the reaction of Nerio Acciaiuoli (Itapd T@V Thv dEyv &dvimv €kelvng Tig
ToAews @dovndeic) who probably ejected him from his see. According to the

35 See supra n. 10.

36 PLP 5926.

37 MikvrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 435, p. 165.

38 Regestes VI, no. 2835.

39 J. LogNoN, LEmpire latin de Constantinople et la principauté de Morée. Paris 1949, 331.
40 For Nerio’s policy towards the Greeks, see MiLLER, The Latins 334-338.

41 MikvrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 435, p. 165.

42 Ibid. no. 435, p. 165-166.

43 Ibid. no. 435, p. 166.
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Patriarch, Dorotheos left Athens secretly fearing for his life. In the meantime
he kept in touch with his congregation, while he tried unsuccessfully to appease
the authorities and to dissolve the intrigues against him. Nerio dispatched
letters to the patriarchal synod denouncing Dorotheos for turning to the Turks
for military support and promising to give them the sacred objects of the
churches if they helped him to regain his province (td TG ékkAnclog €keivng
lepd kewnAa cuvepovnoee dodvar tolg Tovpkolg tva pdvov ErmAdpnton Tig
EkKANGlog aToD)*.

The Turks were involved in the affairs of central Greece as allies of
the Catalans since the first decades of the 14th century. Euboia, a Venetian
colony, was tributary to them®. The activity of Dorotheos coincides with the
presence of Ottoman forces in central Greece in the early 1390s. Sultan Bayezid 1
(1389-1402), after he conquered the emirates of the western and southern coast
of Asia Minor, turned his attention to the Balkans. While he campaigned
in Wallachia, his generals were active in the southern Balkans. The troops
of general Evrenos occupied Kitros and Vodena in Macedonia, Thessaly,
plundered the coasts of Megaris and Boetia, and invaded the Peloponnese®.
It was in this context that Dorotheos asked for the Ottoman support, after
having been ejected from Athens. It seems that Nerio Acciaiuoli asked the
Patriarch to ordain a new metropolitan in Athens and another one in Thebes
and Neal Patrai, wishing obviously to reduce the potential influence of a prelate
who would have the administration of three provinces?. The reaction of the
Patriarch was rather lukewarm. On the pretext that the testimony of heretics
-as Latins were considered by Orthodox Greeks*- against a bishop was not
reliable??, the Patriarch rejected the accusations against Dorotheos and affirmed
that they could be considered only in case they came from Orthodox Greeks. At
the same time, he confirmed Dorotheos as metropolitan bishop of Athens and
as administrator of the sees of Thebes and Neai Patrai®®. We are not sufficiently
informed about Dorotheos’ actions after the hypomnema of Antonios IV in
1393.

Nerio Acciaiuoli died in September 1394. In his testament, dated at
Corinth eight days earlier, on September 17, 1394, he bequeathed Athens with
its whole region to the Church of the Virgin Atheniotissa. He restituted the
precious stones and metals removed from it in order to serve as ransom for his

44 1Ibid. no 435, p. 166.

45 E. Zacuariapou, The Catalans of Athens and the Beginning of the Turkish Expansion in
the Aegean Area. Studi Medievali 3a Serie 21 (1980) 821-839.

46 Ducas, Historia turco-bizantina, 1341-1462 (ed. V. Grecv) 13.6.

47 MikrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 435, p. 166.

48 RavLLEs - PoTLEs, XUvtayua 1V, 160.

49  Sixth canon of the second Ecumenical Council: tpdtov ugv atpetikoig puh i katnyoelag
KATO TOV 0pY080EwV €TMGKOTIOV VTTEQ EKKANGLAGTIKOV TTRayudtov Ttoleicdor (RALLES —
PorLEs, Zovtayua II [1852], 180-182).

50 MikrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 435, p. 167-169.
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liberation from captivity, made several gifts and disposed that the income of
Athens should be used for the sustenance of twenty Latin priests®. To secure
this transfer, he placed Athens under the protection of Venice.

The patriarchal synod worried about the political attitude of the prelates
of Athens and their close relations with the Turks. In August 1395 a pittakion
was addressed to a metropolitan of Athens, whose name is not mentioned,
summoning him to the synod in Constantinople. According to this document,
rumors had been circulating for a long time which worried the Patriarch
and harmed the Church. The metropolitan had ignored previous patriarchal
recommendations to refrain from every sort of activity that compromised
himself and the Church. The Patriarch tried gently to persuade the metropolitan
to travel to Constantinople reassuring him that the synod would arrange
matters in a way that would perfectly satisfy him (sromicer srpouridelav kol
KuBEEvnaey Tocgavtny donv UEAAelS kKol a0Toc Attodegacdan)® It is obvious
that the Patriarch did not wish to force the bishop to comply with his mandate.

Unfortunately, we do not know what the controversial activity of
the metropolitan was. We may, however, relate this document with another
pittakion dating to September of the same year which the Patriarch addressed
to the protopapas and the clergy of Euboia. This pittakion refers to the
relations between the metropolitan of Athens and the clergy of Euboia. As
the ordination of a bishop was problematic in areas under Latin dominion,
the local clergy was under the spiritual guide of the metropolitan. According
to the ecclesiastical taktika, Evripos, Oreos and Karystos were suffragan
bishoprics of Athens®. According to this pittakion the clerics of Euboia ceased
to commemorate the metropolitan —and the latter had ex-communicated them.
The commemoration of the bishop (dvapopd) was a major duty of the clergy
of an ecclesiastical province. The Patriarch blames the clergy of Euboia for
this omission explaining that the charges against the metropolitan had not
been proved. He explains that they were wrong in stopping commemorating
the metropolitan, since the latter had not appeared before the synodal court
and therefore he was not condemned. However, his conciliating mood becomes
obvious by his levying the excommunication of the clergy®.

We can make conjectures about the reasons which led the clergy of
Euboia to the above mentioned action from an extract of a letter of the
Despote of Morea Theodoros I (1383-1407) to his brother, Emperor Manuel II
(1391-1425). This extract, cited in the patriarchal proceedings of the 23rd of
August 1395, refers to the metropolitan of Palaiai Patrai who had expelled out
of the fortress Grevenon its governor Frankopoulos, brother of the protostator
Manuel, and helped a certain Sarakenopoulos, enemy of the despot, to take

51 Monumenta Peloponnesiaca no. 160.10-17.

52 MikvrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 494, p. 256 (=Regestes VI, no. 3010).

53 Darrouzis, Notitiae episcopatuum no. 13.446-448, 452, 454.

54 MikrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 498, p. 258-259 (=Regestes VI, no. 3013).
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control of the fortress. In the extract of the despot’s letter there is allusion to
the controversial activity of the metropolitan of Athens. The despote complains
about the metropolitan of Palaiai Patrai who had shown himself rebellious
to his authority and had behaved like his confrater of Athens (Zpdvn odv
Kol a0Tog Sevtepog untpottoAitng Adnvadv). He adds that the metropolitan
of Palaiai Patrai, not satisfied to be a monk, wanted to follow the example
of his confrater of Athens (008¢v TOV figecev tva &vi wovayog €kelvog, AAN
tva akoAovdnon kol avTog Tl TTEAEEL €kelvou Kal TOIS TEATOLS Tov Kal Tva
Tov €xn cuvipoeov)®. The activities of the metropolitan of Athens are not
revealed, because they were probably well known both to the Emperor and the
Patriarch. We can assume that they went beyond his episcopal jurisdiction,
and involved political initiatives. The letter of the Despot of Morea Theodoros
dates from the early summer of 1395, since the Patriarch summons for the first
time the metropolitan to his presence in August of the same year, at the same
time that he summons the metropolitan of Palaiai Patrai®.

It is known that by the last decade of the 14th century the Turks were
pushing southwards and had become a crucial factor of politics in Greece. At
this time Despote Theodoros I tried desperately to keep them out of his realm. A
papal bull dating from the 27th of May 1396 sheds light on this question. Pope
Boniface IV assigns Gilberto, bishop of Cittanuova, the task of investigating
the case of a “schismatic Greek” (natione grecus et fide schismaticus) called
“Macaronus” (sic), ordained metropolitan of Athens by the equally “schismatic”
patriarch of Constantinople. “Macaronus” encouraged his correligionists to
submit to the Turks. Because of his activity, the Turks had occupied many
places. “Macaronus™ was arrested and imprisoned by order of doge Antonio
Venier. However, he did not stop plotting in favour of the infidels, as it
was made clear in letters he addressed to the Turks and intercepted by the
Venetians®®, who after Nerio’s death in 1394 had undertaken the protection of
Athens. For this reason the Venetians decided to put an end to “Macaronus”
subversive activity. It is certainly no coincidence that in August 1395 -at the
same time that the Patriarch summoned the metropolitan of Athens to his
presence— Venice warned her representatives in Euboia and Athens about the
pessima intencione et dispositione quam Turchi habent *.

The form of the name of the metropolitan, “Macaronus”, is certainly

99 MikvrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 493, p. 250. See D. ZakytHeENos, Le Despotat grec de
Morée, éd. revue et augmentée par CHr. MALTEZOU. London 1971, I, 129.

56 MikrosicH — MULLER, Acta II, no. 493, p. 253-254 (=Regestes VI, no. 3010).

57 Ibid. no. 493, p. 254 (=Regestes VI, no. 3007).

58 I libri Commemoriali della reppublica di Venezia. Regesti, vol. 3, Del libro nono dei
Commemoriali regesti. Venice 1883, p. 238, no. 25 (= S. Lamrros, Iotogia Tig swolemg
Adnvav II1. Athens 1903, 390-391); GreEGcorovius, Geschichte II, 256-257.

59 Monumenta Peloponnesiaca no. 171.4-5; S. StantcHEV, Venice and the Ottoman Threat,
1381-1453, in: Reconfiguring the Fifteenth-Century Crusade (ed. N. HousLiy). London 2017,
161-205.
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not correct. F. Gregorovius suggested that he was named Macarios and that he
was the successor of Dorotheos®. It is important to stress that the metropolitan
mentioned in the papal bull was accused of being in contact with the Turks,
and, when imprisoned, he communicated with the Turks probably through
his clergy who certainly continued to recognize him as their bishop. It might,
however, be that “Macaronus” is just a corrupt form of the ecclesiastical title
UWOKOQLOTATOG.

A metropolitan of Athens named Dorotheos participated in the synod
of 1409 that condemned patriarch Matthaios I (1397-1410)%. V. Laurent
suggested —not without a hint of reserve- that Dorotheos was replaced by
Macarios, but that he was finally successful in regaining his metropolis®.
J. Darrouzes suggested that Dorotheos was active until 1409%. A document
of the monastery of Vatopedi in Mount Athos dated to 1406 is signed by a
metropolitan bishop of Athens named Dorotheos. The document refers to a
dispute of Dorotheos and Vatopedi concerning the inheritance of Dorotheos’
spiritual father Kallistos who had recently died in the monastery®. The
dispute was resolved in Constantinople in the presence of Dorotheos and
representatives of Vatopedi. Dorotheos of this document is obviously identical
with the metropolitan bishop who took part in the synod of 1409, and, possibly,
with Dorotheos who was ordained metropolitan of Athens in 1386/1387. The
Vatopedi document suggests that Dorotheos did not live Athens in 1406.
After having been ejected from his province, he was probably established in
Constantinople, where he had good connections in the patriarchal synod.

Dorotheos was not the only bishop who turned to the Turks on account
of the hatred for the Latins on religious and other grounds. In 1393 the
Ottomans invaded Thessaly. Pharsala and Domokos surrendered to them,
while Zetounion and Neai Patrai were destroyed®. According to the historian
Laonikos Chalkokondyles, the pretext for the Ottoman invasion had been the
summon by the prelate of Phokis (tod Pwkéwv dpylepéws) who stressed the
attractions offered by the land (¢7tl x®EOV KLUVRYAGOL KEATIGTNY KAl AEWDVOS
yeQAVOUGS TTOREXOUEVOUGS TTATTOGC ATtAeTov KAl Ttedio EviTtredoon TA KAAMGTA).
The bishop, who is later mentioned by Chalkokondyles as the prelate of

60 Grecorovius, Geschichte 11, 243; Setton, Papacy 471-472.

61 V. Laurent, Le trisépiscopat du patriarche Matthieu Ier (1397-1410). Un grand proces
canonique a Byzance au début du XVe siecle. REB 30 (1972) 133.217-219, 134.237.

62 Ibid. 51 n. 74.

63 Regestes VI, no. 3011

64 Actes de Vatopédi, III. De 1377 a 1500 (eds J. LErForT (f) — V. KravarI et al.). Paris 2019,
no. 196.

65 Kobper - HiLp, Hellas 76-77.
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Salona®, was outraged against the widow countess of Salona, Helena Asanina
Kantakouzene. The reason of his rage towards her was her alleged adultery
with a priest to whom she, supposedly, had transferred the authority of
the area®. Driven by enmity and hard feelings, as it seems, for having lost
influence, the bishop of Salona chose to ask help from the Ottomans, just
as Dorotheos did at the same time in Athens. His conviction that the Greek
population would rather be enslaved by the Turks than the Franks (kaAAitepa
va dovAgvwue Tovproug Ttapd Pedykouc)® —as echoed by the later Chronicle
of Galaxeidion- reveals the attitude of a contemporary of Dorotheos®.

We know little about the metropolis of Athens in the 15th century. It is
possible that after the troubles caused by the local bishops, no Orthodox bishop
was ordained in Athens. As a result of the Union of the Churches signed in
1439 in Florence, a series of bishops accepting the Union was ordained in
the Eastern Church. Among them was a metropolitan of Athens, who was
denounced by Markos Eugenikos, chief of the anti-unionists in the council of
Ferrara-Florence (1437-1439)".

The anonymous metropolitan of Athens provoked not only the rage of
Markos Eugenikos, but also his bitter sarcasm, as he was scornfully called by
him komeAvdpLov 100 MoveuBaciog. Sp. Lampros wrongly suggested that the
metropolitan was named Fantinos™ The spiritual guidance of the Orthodox
population of Athens was assumed by the hieromonk Theophanes who resided
in Evripos and belonged to the anti-union party. Markos Eugenikos asked
Theophanes to assure that the Orthodox clergy abstains from communion with

66 In the ecclesiastical taktika of the Byzantine period there is no mention of a bishop of
Salona. In Byzantine time the area of Phokis seems to have been under the jurisdiction of
the metropolitan of Larissa (Darrouzis, Notitiae episcopatuum no. 13.560-579; cf. MikLOSICH
— MuLLER, Acta I, no. 325, p. 588). Chalkokondyles contains probably the first mention to a
bishop of Salona.

67 Laonici Chalcocandylae Historiarum demonstrations, vol. 1 (ed. E. DArkO), 61-62.

68 Xpovikov avékdotov I'alagerdiov (ed. C. SaTHAS). Athens 1865, 206.

69 On the motivations of this attitude, see H. EvErT-KaprpEsowa, La tiare ou le turban.
Byzantinoslavica 14 (1953) 245-257, E. Zacuariapou, Ta Adyia kol o ddvatog tov Aovkd
Notapd, in: Podwvid. Twh ctov M. I. Mavovcoka, vol. I. Rethymno 1994, 135-146; M.
BaLiver, Personnage du ‘turcophile’ dans les sources byzantines antérieures au Concile de
Florence (1370-1430), in: Ipem, Byzantins et Ottomans: Relations, interaction, succession.
Istanbul 1999, 31-47, R. Suukurov, The Byzantine Turks 1204-1461. Leiden-Boston 2016,
381-384.

70  LaurenT, Les “Mémoires”... Sylvestre Syropoulos 442.21-24, 452.9-12, 496.19-20, 548.27-
31, 556.24-28.

71 He was based on the mistaken assumption that the copyist Michael Kalophrenas, who
mentions in his correspondence with the unionist patriarch Metrophanes II an archbishop
named Fantinos, originated from Athens: S. Lampros, MiyanA 6 Kado@eevag kal 6 watoldeyng
Mntopdvng B. NE 1 (1904) 43-56. Kalofrenas, however, originated from Crete and Fantinos
was the Latin archbishop of Crete in the years of the Union of Florence and right afterwards:
N. Tomapakes, MixahdA Kalogoevig, Korig, Mntpopdvng B kal i meog thv “Eveocty Tig
DAweevtiag dviidecic todv Kentav. EEBS 21 (1951) 110-144. Lampros’ view was followed by
Archbishop Chrysostomos Papadopoulos and by Feparro, Hierarchia ecclesiastica 491.
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the unionist metropolitan and to not commemorate him™.

The Ottomans took control of Athens in the summer 1456, after the
last Accaiuoli had surrendered it to the general of Mehmet II, Omar. George
Sfrantzes relates that the hieromonk Isidoros was ordained metropolitan after
the city surrendered to the Ottomans. A few years earlier, in 1447, Isidoros
had been entrusted by Sfrantzes with a special mission to Georgia, in order
to negotiate a match between a Georgian princess and the widower Despote
Constantine Palaiologos (1443-1449), future emperor Constantine XI™. It is
possible that Isidoros assumed the administration of the metropolis of Athens
during the years preceding the establishment of the Ottoman rule.

After 1204 the metropolis of Athens shared similar problems with other
Orthodox sees under Latin dominion. The Orthodox bishops did not reside in
Athens. The ordination and installation of a bishop depended on the political
circumstances of the moment and on the relations between Constantinople
and the Latin states. Therefore, the situation of the high clergy was often
precarious, as it was subjected to the aims of the Patriarchate and the tolerance
of local Latin authorities. Our sources reveal the hostility between the Latins
and the Orthodox Church of Athens, the problems created in the Athenian
congregation during the years the bishops did not reside in the city, and
the involvement of Athenian bishops in secular and political matters. As the
Church, according to the Byzantine tradition, was in constant interaction with
the state, its involvement in political affairs continued under the Latin rule,
and it was dictated by personal ambitions, religious fervor to strengthen the
Orthodox faith, and the hatred of many ecclesiastics against the Latins and
the Roman Catholic faith. Thus, when the Ottomans expanded in Greece, some
bishops preferred to submit to them. The case of Dorotheos confirms, once
again, that the alleged words of Loukas Notaras (kpetttotEQOV £GTIV €10Vl
gv uéon il ToAeL ParloAov Bactletov Toupkwv A KAAITTTEAV AATvikiv)™ was
an option of the Orthodox Church more than half a century before the fall of
Constantinople in 1433.

Institute for Historical Research
National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens

72 S. Lampros, I[ToAawoAdyeia kol ITedogtovvnciakd. Athens 1912-1923, 1, 22.1-12.
73 Georgii Sphrantzae Chronicon (ed. R. Maisano) (CFHB 29) 98.20-21.
74 Ducas, c. 37.10.
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ABBREVIATIONS
JOURNALS

AA: Archéologischer Anzeiger

AAA: Apxarodoyia Avdiexta € A9nvav

AAIAB: The Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens Bulletin
AASOR: Annual of the American School of Oriental Research

ABSA: Annual of the British School at Athens

ADelt: Apyarodoyikov AgAtiov

AEMTh: To Agyaiodoyiko ‘Epyo atn Maxedovia kar ctn Opdkn

AEphem: Apyaiodoyikn E@nuepic

AJA: American Journal of Archaeology

AK: Antike Kunst

AlLinc: Atti della Accademia nazionale dei Lincei

AM: Arte Medievale

AnBoll: Analecta Bollandiana

AnTard: Antiquité Tardive

ArtB: The Art Bulletin

ASAtene: Annuario della Scuola Archeologica di Atene e delle Missioni Italiane in Oriente
ATech: Apxaiodoyia kar Téyves

BCH: Bulletin de correspondance hellénique

ByzD: Bu¢avtivog Aduog

ByzF: Byzantinische Forschungen

ByzSym: Bugavtivd Xvuusikta

BZ: Byzantinische Zeitschrift

CahCM: Cahier de civilisation médiévale, Xe-XIIe siecles

CArch: Cahiers archéologiques

CPh: Classical Philology

CSCA: California Studies in Classical Antiquity

DCRAE: AgAtiov tii¢ Xpiotiavikic kal Agyaiodoyikriic ‘Etaipeiag

DIEEE: AgAtiov tiig Totopikng kal Edvoloyikic Etaipeiac ti¢ EAAdSoc
DOP: Dumbarton Oaks Papers

EEBS: Enetnpic tii¢ ‘Etaipeias Bugavtivov Xrovddv

EEPhSPA: Emctnuoviki Emtetnoig tii¢ Pidoco@ikiic XxoAns 100 Ilavemotnuiov Adnvov
EETHSPA: Emictnuovikn Egetnpic 1i¢ Ocoloyikiic Xyolnic To0 v Adnivnar [avemioTnuiov
GBBNP: Gottinger Beitrége zur byzantinischen und neugriechischen Philologie
GRBS: Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies

IJCT: International Journal of the Classical Tradition

JHS: The Journal of Hellenic Studies

JLA: Journal of Late Antiquity

JOB: Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik

JRA: Journal of Roman Archaeology

JRS: The Journal of Roman Studies

JS: Journal des savants

JTS: Journal of Theological Studies

LibAnt: Libya Antiqua

MB: Musée Belge

MDAI AA: Mitteilungen des deutschen archéologischen Instituts, Athenische Abteilung
NChr: The Numismatic Chronicle

NE: Néog ‘EAAnvouviiuwv

OCA: Orientalia Christiana Analecta

Ocnus: Ocnus. Quaderni della scuola di specializzazione in archeologiaOCP: Orientalia Christiana Periodica
OrChr: Orientalia Christiana

Ostraka: Ostraka: Rivista di antichita

PraktArchEt: Ilpaktika tiic év Adrivais Agyarodoyikic Etaipeiac
ProcBrAcad: Proceedings of the British Academy
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RCRF Acta: Rei Cretariae Romanae Fautorum Acta
REB: Revue des études byzantines

REG: Revue des études grecques

RQ: Rémische Quartalschrift fiir Christliche Altertumskunde und Kirchengeschichte
RSBN: Rivista di studi bizantini e neoellenici

SBN: Studi bizantini e neoellenici

SP: Studia Patristica

TM: Travaux et Mémoires

VV: Vizantijskij Vremmenik

WIL: Wiener Jahrbiicher der Literatur

ZLU: Zbornik za likovne Umetnosti

ZPE: Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik
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