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Editorial  •  Eκδοτικό Σημείωμα

Το Περιοδικό του Τομέα Αρχαιολογίας και Ιστορίας της 
Τέχνης (AURA) είναι ένα διεθνές περιοδικό με σύστημα 
διπλής ανώνυμης αξιολόγησης, το οποίο εκδίδεται από το 
Τμήμα Ιστορίας και Αρχαιολογίας του Εθνικού και Καποδι-
στριακού Πανεπιστημίου Αθηνών. Στόχος του είναι η δημο-
σίευση πρωτότυπων εργασιών που εστιάζουν στην αρχαι-
ολογία, την τέχνη και τον υλικό πολιτισμό του ευρύτερου 
ελληνικού κόσμου, από την απώτερη προϊστορία έως και τη 
σύγχρονη εποχή. 

Μέρος της έκδοσης του περιοδικού AURA αποτελεί η σειρά 
μονογραφιών με τίτλο «AURA Supplements». Περιλαμ-
βάνει μελέτες στα ελληνικά ή στα αγγλικά, που λόγω της 
μεγάλης τους έκτασης δεν μπορούν να δημοσιευθούν με τη 
μορφή άρθρου στο περιοδικό. Η θεματολογία των μονο-
γραφιών είναι ίδια με εκείνη του περιοδικού. 

Το περιοδικό και η σειρά μονογραφιών είναι ελεύθερης και 
ανοικτής πρόσβασης. Τα τεύχη του περιοδικού και οι μο-
νογραφίες δημοσιεύονται ηλεκτρονικά ως αρχεία PDF. Όλα 
τα άρθρα είναι δωρεάν διαθέσιμα για όλους στο διαδίκτυο 
αμέσως μετά τη δημοσίευσή τους και σύμφωνα με την άδεια 
Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND 4.0). Τα τεύχη του περιο-
δικού AURA και οι τόμοι της σειράς «AURA Supplements» 
μπορούν επίσης να εκτυπωθούν κατόπιν παραγγελίας και 
να αποσταλούν ταχυδρομικά ή να παραληφθούν από το 
βιβλιοπωλείο του Εκδοτικού Οίκου Καρδαμίτσα, Ιπποκρά-

τους 8, Αθήνα.

K .  K o p a n i a s  •  Y.  P a p a d a t o s  ⌘  K .  Κ ο π α ν ι ά ς  •  Γ .  Π α π α δ ά τ ο ς
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is an international, peer-reviewed archaeological 
journal published by the Faculty of History and 
Archaeology of the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. It is dedicated to the publication 
of original research articles and reports focusing on, or 
related to the archaeology, art and material culture in 
the broader Greek world, from the earliest Prehistory 
to the Modern Era. 

Part of the AURA journal is the AURA Supplement 
series, comprising studies in Greek or English, which, 
due to their extent, cannot be published in the journal 
as articles. The series share the same areas of interest 
with the journal. 

AURA is a fully open access journal. Each issue of the 
journal and each monograph is published electronically 
as a PDF file. All papers are available on the internet 
to all users immediately upon publication and free 
of charge, according to the Creative Commons (BY-
NC-ND 4.0). AURA issues and monographs can also 
be distributed on a print-on-demand basis and posted 
or collected from the bookstore of the Kardamitsa 
Publications, 8 Ippokratous str, Athens.
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A rare coin of Idalion from Israel and Idalion’s coin production 
and circulation in the 5th century BC

Evangel ine  Markou
Inst itute  of  Histor ica l  Research,  Nat ional  Hel lenic  Research Foundat ion

Yoav Farhi
Univers ity  of  Haifa ,  B en-Gurion Univers ity  of  the  Negev,  the  Hebrew Univers ity  of  Jerusa lem

ABSTRACT

The paper offers a general overview of the coins minted by the kings of Idalion in Cyprus during the first half of the 5th 
century BC. The kings of Idalion adopted the local Cypriot weight standard for their silver coins, based on a siglos of 
ca 11 g and its divisions. Τhe characteristic type of Idalion represents a sphinx on the obverse and an irregular incuse 
square on the reverse, replaced later by a lotus flower. 
Coin production in Idalion ended in the middle of the 5th century, when Idalion lost its autonomy and was integrated 
into the areas under the control of the kings of Kition. 
Particular attention is given to a rare silver-plated coin of Idalion, discovered at Khirbet Qeiyafa, Israel, which allows 
us to raise questions regarding coin circulation in Cyprus and in the Southern Levant and address the use of foreign 
plated coins in Judea in the 5th century.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE COINS MINTED BY THE KINGS OF IDALION

The coins produced in Cyprus by the kings of Idalion during the first half of the 5th century BC1 are limited in 
number, compared to that of the other local kingdoms. This is because the life span was limited for the autonomy 
of this specific kingdom, as it lost its autonomy as well as its privilege to issue coins in the middle of the 5th 
century.2 

The dating of the coin issues of Idalion is secured with the help of hoard evidence brought to light in Cyprus 
and abroad, as well as overstrikes on other Cypriot coins, that give us some relative chronology.3 Only one king 
of Idalion is mentioned in the other primary sources such as inscriptions; Stasikypros appears to be the last king, 
before the conquest of the city by Kition.4 

1  All dates in the text are BC.
2  Destrooper-Georgiades 2002, 351–62; Markou 2015, 114–15.
3  On the smaller denominations of various kings, such as the twelves and twenty-fourths of a siglos, the head of Athena is represented 
on the obverse and the lotus flower on the reverse. Only a few examples survive of this denomination. See examples in Zapiti and 
Michaelidou 2008, 99–100 nos. 1, 4 and 7.
4  Masson 1983, 235–44 no. 217.
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The earliest coins attributed to Idalion bear no legends and represent a seated sphinx on the obverse with 
curled wing and raised forepaw and an irregular incuse square on the reverse with no legends.5 The dating of the 
series is placed around 500, based on a coin of this type which was included in the Asyut hoard (see Fig. 4.b)6 

Another series without a legend and with the same types, but with a circle of dots with a pellet in the centre 
of the left field behind the sphinx, is probably of the same period.7 

Then follows a series of inscribed coins bearing the same iconography; four Cypriot syllabic signs are visible 
on the obverse of these issues but their meaning remains unclear, although different readings have been pro-
posed.8 That two coins of this type, which were included in the Larnaca hoard, are overstrikes, one over a coin 
from an unidentified Cypriot mint and another over a coin of Paphos, places the series between 500 and 480.9 

The following series shows an important change of the reverse type. A lotus flower with two symmetrical 
tendrils on the base is now represented on the reverse, and is surrounded by the Cypriot syllabic signs pa-si  
ki (-), that is of a king Ki (-). The royal name cannot be completed, because of the absence of any other mention 
of this king in literary or epigraphic sources, but the dating is rather secure because of an overstrike. One of his 
sigloi was struck using as a flan a siglos issued by Baalmilk I, king of Kition, who reigned from ca 475 to 450. 
This observation places the rule of king Ki (-) of Idalion after 480.10 

The following king, also exclusively known through the coin legends, is the king Gra (-), whose name is 
partially engraved on the obverse of his coins with the Cypriot syllabic signs pa (for the royal title) and “ka-ra” 
(for the name) and therefore cannot be completed securely. Sigloi and sixths of a siglos are attributed to this king 
who adopts the previous iconography, but now with the sphinx facing left and the lotus flower surrounded by an 
ivy leaf in the left field and an astragalos (knuckle bone) on the right. His coins are vaguely dated after 480, since 
no coins from this ruler were included in the Larnaca hoard, whose burial date is placed around 480, but were 
included in the Dali I hoard (IGCH 1275) found in Cyprus and buried between ca 425 and 400.11 

The last coins issued by the kings of Idalion are dated before the middle of the 5th century and are attributed 
to the king Stasikypros based on the presence of the Cypriot syllabic sign “sa” on the obverse of a series that 
preserves the same iconography. Thirds and twelfths of a siglos, which bear the initial of this king’s name and 
are attributed to this king of Idalion, are mentioned in the famous Idalion tablet, dedicated to Athena, which 
was discovered in situ in the goddess’ temple in the acropolis of the city.12 The bronze tablet, the most extensive 
document in Cypriot syllabic script, commemorates the victory of the city against the unsuccessful attack of the 
Kitians and the Medes. 

Most of Stasikypros’ coins surviving today are thirds of a siglos weighing ca 3.50 g which explains why only 
the sign “sa” is apparent on them, while the twelfths of the siglos, fewer among surviving coins, represent the 
head of Athena wearing an Attic helmet on the obverse and a lotus flower on the reverse with the sign “sa” in 
the left field. Coins of this king were also included in the Dali I hoard.13 

Finally, there is another series with a peculiar, to the Cypriot numismatics at least, coin legend. The types 
maintain the sphinx on the obverse and the lotus flower on the reverse (with an ankh in the place of the 
astragalos) but the legend in Cypriot syllabic script reads “e-ta-li”. There have been several discussions regarding 

5  Hill 1904, li and 24 no. 1.
6  Price and Waggoner 1975, 105–6 no. 777.
7  Hill 1904, li and 24 no. 2.
8  Dikaios 1935, 167; Masson 1983, 250 no. 225.
9  Dikaios 1935, 167 no. 4 and no. 20; Destrooper-Georgiades 1984, 143–44.
10  Hill 1904, 25 no. 6 n. 2, pl. V, 5.
11  Hill 1904, 26–27 nos. 10–19, pl. V, 9–12.
12  Masson 1983, 235–44 no. 217; Georgiadou 2015.
13  IGCH 1275; Hill 1904, 28 nos. 20–28, pl. V, 13–16 (named erroneously Stasioikos rather than Stasikypros).
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the meaning of this legend, which refers to the name of the coin “i-da-li-kon”, which is common in the Greek 
world and in Cyprus is attested in other kingdoms.14 

The silver coins minted by Idalion ended in the middle of the 5th century when the kingdom was included 
in the areas of control of the kings of Kition by Ozibaal. This is attested by Phoenician inscriptions of the kings 
of Kition, who include Idalion in their territory until the demolition of Kition by Ptolemy in 313, as well as by 
the fact that, having lost its autonomy, Idalion no longer existed as a kingdom and issued no more coins after 
that date.15 

CIRCULATION OF IDALION COINS (TABLE 1)

The coins of Idalion are absent from many hoards that included Cypriot issues and were buried at the end of 
the 6th century, such as the Ras Shamra hoard in Syria (IGCH 1478) and the Demanhur hoard in Egypt (IGCH 
1637). This is an indication for the dating of the earliest issues at the end of the 5th century. Idalion coins 
are common in hoards found in Cyprus. The Larnaca hoard (IGCH 1272), buried around 480, included 39 
examples from Idalion, where both the irregular incuse square (29 specimens) and the lotus flower reverses (10 
specimens) were present. Thirty coins from Idalion were also included in the Dali I hoard (IGCH 1275). Idalion 
coins were also incorporated in hoards discovered overseas, in Asia Minor, Egypt and Jordan.16 

Burial dateBurial date Hoard nameHoard name AreaArea IGCHIGCH No. No. TotalTotal
of coinsof coins

No. of Idalion No. of Idalion 
coinscoins

DenominationsDenominations

c. 485 Behna el Asl Egypt 1640 92+ 1 Siglos
c. 480 Larnaca Cyprus 1272 700 39 Sigloi
c. 475 Asyut Egypt 1644 681+ 1 Siglos
c. 460 Fayum Egypt 1646 c. 15 1 Siglos
c. 445 Jordan Jordan 1482 82 4 3 Sigloi / 1 third
c. 430 Asia Minor Asia Minor 1252 32+ 1 1 third

c. 425–400 Dali I Cyprus 1275 122 30 20 Sigloi / 1 fraction
c. 380 Vouni Cyprus 1278 252 1 1 fraction

As one can see from Table 1, only eight coins of Idalion have so far been discovered in hoards outside 
Cyprus, and not one is said to be plated. Only two of them are thirds, which makes the discovery of the coin that 
will be discussed below especially interesting.

14  Masson 1996, 39.
15  Iacovou 2002 on the documentation of the Cypriot kingdoms. On the Phoenician epigraphic documents regarding the kings of 
Kition and their areas of control, see Yon 2004.
16  For the hoard evidence see Destrooper-Georgiades 1995; 2004; Markou 2011a.

Table 1. Coins of Idalion discovered in hoards (5th–early 4th centuries).
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INTRODUCTION TO KHIRBET QEIYAFA – THE SITE AND ITS NUMISMATIC 
FINDS

The excavations at Khirbet Qeiyafa in Israel (Fig. 1) have disclosed occupation layers from various periods, 
among them layers dating from the late Persian and early Hellenistic periods (Stratum III) rich with small 
finds.17 The strategic location of this site –above the fertile Elah Valley, close to the border between Judea, 
Philistia and Idumea and adjacent to major routes leading to Jerusalem and to the north, south and west– 
support the assumption that this was an important site under successive Persian, Macedonian and Ptolemaic 
rule. On the basis of the numismatic evidence the site is presumed to have been abandoned ca 260.

The numismatic finds from Khirbet Qeiyafa, from the Persian-Hellenistic periods, are so far unique, both 
in quantity and variety, compared to other sites in Judea and in the region in its entirety. This, however, might 
be the result not only of the site’s strategic location and its possible foreign population during these periods, 
but also of the method of retrieval of the finds during the Khirbet Qeiyafa excavations. A metal detector, which 
assists archaeologists in finding tiny metal objects, was systematically used by one of the authors (Y.F.) and 
hundreds of coins and various metal objects were retrieved thanks to this method, which is not standard in 
all archaeological excavations. These finds shed light upon the various types of coins that were in circulation 
in the region of Judea during the transitional period from Persian to Hellenistic domination and allow us to 
reconstruct the local and regional circulation patterns. 

The finds from Khirbet Qeiyafa Stratum III (Late Persian-Early Hellenistic period) include local and foreign 
coins, primarily of silver and bronze (very few are silver-plated bronzes), as well as various hacksilber (irregularly 

17  The excavations at Khirbet Qeiyafa, conducted from 2007 to 2013, were directed by Y. Garfinkel, S. Ganor and M. Hasel on 
behalf of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. For the final publication series, see Garfinkel and Ganor 2009; Garfinkel et al. 2014. 
For the final publication of the numismatic finds, see Farhi 2016. We wish to thank the directors of the excavation for permission 
to use the photos of the coins and the site which are included here.

Fig. 1. Khirbet Qeiyafa: view to the north (photograph by Sky View).
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cut silver) pieces.18 The coins range from the late 6th to the second quarter of the 3rd century and have been 
divided into several groups according to their chronology and provenance: Archaic and Classical Greek coins 
(late 6th to late 5th centuries); Athenian tetradrachms (5th to late 4th/early 3rd centuries); local coins from the 
mints of Philistia (Gaza, Ashdod and Ashkelon), Judea, Samaria and possibly Idumea (4th century); coins from 
Phoenicia (late 4th century); coins of the early Hellenistic period (mainly Macedonian and “satrapal”) struck in 
the names of Alexander the Great and his successors (late 4th to early 3rd century); and Ptolemaic coins (late 
4th to the second quarter of the 3rd century). 

The coin of Idalion belongs to the earliest group, which includes four Archaic and Classical Greek coins, 
originating from various extra-regional mints.

In addition to the coin from Idalion the group includes: a cut stater/didrachm of Chios, dating from the 
beginning of the 5th century (Fig. 2a); a quarter of an Athenian tetradrachm of the mid-5th century (Fig. 2b); 
and a drachm from Samos of the late 5th or early 4th century, with a deep test cut (Fig. 2c).19 Such early coins 
are quite rare in the region, with only a dozen Archaic and early Classical issues reported from controlled 
archaeological excavations in Israel.20 The fact that three of the coins were deliberately cut in antiquity and the 
fourth has a deep test cut suggests that they were used not as actual coins but as hacksilber, that is, as bullion to 
be weighed in commercial transactions.21 Such coins, especially cut ones, are usually found in hoards alongside 
silver ingots and other silver pieces used as bullion, rather than as strays.22 

18  The term hacksilber (irregularly cut silver) describes broken pieces of silver ingots, coins, jewelry and other silver objects that 
were used as currency. Material in this form was weighed on scales against standardised weights for the purposes of exchange or 
payment, and this usage continued after coinage became the main means of exchange and different coinage systems had developed. 
The excavations at Khirbet Qeiyafa yielded nine pieces of silver ingots and other silver pieces, as well as 15 pieces of silver jewelry, 
either complete or broken (Farhi 2016, 161–66; Shalev and Shilstein 2016). 
19  Farhi 2016, 35 nos. 2–4.
20  Gitler and Tal 2006, 13–6; Farhi and Gadot 2012. Some 30 additional Archaic and early Classical issues are listed as stray finds 
(Gitler and Tal 2006, 17–22).
21  See discussions in Gitler and Tal 2006, 14; Farhi and Gadot 2012, 4.
22  See, e.g., Kraay and Moorey 1968; Price and Waggoner 1975; van Alfen 2004–2005.

Fig. 2. Other Archaic coins from Khirbet Qeiyafa (scale 2:1).
a. A stater/didrachm of Chios, dating from the beginning of the 5th century (5.18 g, 15.5 mm; Israel Antiquities Authority, no. 153926).

b. A quarter of an Athenian tetradrachm of the mid-5th century (3.51 g, ca 20 mm; Israel Antiquities Authority, no. 153927).
c. A drachm of Samos of the late 5th or early 4th century (3.45 g, 15x16 mm; Israel Antiquities Authority, no. 153928).

 a.  b.

 c.
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These four coins were found in Area C,23 within Stratum III, dated to the Late Persian and Early Hellenistic 
period. Many coins were found in Area C. The most recent are dated to the mid-4th century; none belong to 
the Macedonian or Ptolemaic periods.24 All the ceramic vessel forms found in Area C are well-known types 
traditionally dated to the 6th–4th centuries, especially to the 4th.25 Taking in conjunction the numismatic and 
ceramic evidence, it seems that the final occupation phase in Area C should be dated to the late 4th century. The 
construction date of the buildings in Area C cannot be determined. However, the fact that all the coins of this 
early group derive from Area C may indicate that this was the first area occupied by the new settlers of Khirbet 
Qeiyafa during the Persian period, probably in the early 4th century.

These early coins from Khirbet Qeiyafa may have arrived in Judea soon after their minting, in the late 6th 
or 5th centuries – that is, during the transitional stage predating the beginning of a monetary economy in 
the Southern Levant, or as late as the 4th century. The lack of any remains dated to the 6th or 5th centuries at 
Khirbet Qeiyafa suggests that this early group of coins, including the coin of Idalion, arrived at the site during 
the latter part of the Persian period, as late as the 4th century. 

THE COIN OF IDALION FROM KHIRBET QEIYAFA

The coin under discussion was found during the 2010 excavation season (Fig. 3).26 It represents on the obverse 
a sphinx seated right with curled wing and raised forepaw and an incuse square on the reverse. The coin was 
intentionally cut in half and thus only half of the coin survived. It is silver-plated and weighs 1.92 g. An X-ray 

23  For the stratigraphy of Area C see Freikman and Garfinkel 2014.
24  Farhi 2014, 377–83; 2016, 57, map 3.
25  Typical forms of the Early Persian period, such as carrot juglets and certain forms of jugs and cooking-pots, are absent from 
Khirbet Qeiyafa. The scanty amount of imported pottery is securely dated to the late 5th–4th centuries (Sandhaus and Kreimerman 
2015, 261).
26  The coin was found in Area C, locus 6081, basket 8227. See Farhi 2016, 35 no.1. It is now in storage at the Israel Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) coin department, no. 153925. The authors wish to thank Anne Destrooper-Georgiades and Nicholas Hardwick for 
discussing the coin with one of them (Y.F.).

Fig. 3. The coin of Idalion from Khirbet Qeiyafa (1.92 g, 16 mm; Israel Antiquities Authority, no. 153925).

 Scale 3:1.

 Scale 1:1.
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Fluorescence Spectrometry (XRF) analysis of the coin revealed that it is made of tin bronze and coated with 
silver,27 with no traces of Au or Pb, which usually appear in archaic coins.28 

The diameter of the coin (16 mm) and its suggested original weight (ca 3.80 g) attest that it was initially a 
third (1/3) of a siglos (ca 25 mm, 11.16 g). 

This coin can be included in the first issues of Idalion which have on their obverse a sphinx facing right with 
raised forepaw while the reverse has been struck by an incuse which produces a shallow irregular pattern. The 
reverse of the coin from Khirbet Qeiyafa is slightly different from the first issues of the mint –since it was not 
struck by an incuse which produces a shallow irregular pattern– and from the later issues as well –since it does 
not present a clear stylised lotus flower within an incuse square. Thanks to the almost uncirculated condition 
of the Khirbet Qeiyafa specimen, one can also see that the chest of the sphinx is decorated with dots, as is the 
third of a siglos from the American Numismatic Society (ANS) coin collection.29 The reverse of this coin might 
suggest that this specific specimen should fit between the early known issues (in which no flower is seen on the 
reverse) and the later issues (in which the stylised lotus flower is clear), but this sequence is not totally secure.

Examples of this early type are relatively rare.30 The Khirbet Qeiyafa coin can be compared with two coins dis-
covered in hoards from Egypt; one coin from the Fayum hoard (IGCH 1957), currently kept in the Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford (Fig. 4a), and one coin that has been sold in auctions in the past years (Fig. 4b). A close 
parallel can also be found in a siglos from the collection of the ANS (Fig. 4c), which also holds a third of a siglos 
(Fig. 4d).

27  Shalev and Shilstein 2016, 170–71 no. 1.
28  See for example Shalev and Shilstein 2016, 170–71 nos. 2–3.
29  The other known specimens are too worn to see if the sphinx is decorated in the same way or not.
30  Coins of this type were included in hoards such as the Asyut hoard (Price and Waggoner 1975, 105–6 no. 777), and in another 
hoard, probably from Egypt (Van Alfen 2004–2005, 10 no. 15); it is also possible that two other specimens of this type were part of 
a hoard from Jordan (Kraay and Moorey 1968, 189 nos. 73–4), and three are in the British Museum (Hill 1904, 26 nos. 8–9; Sheedy 
1999, 282).

 a.  b.

 d. c.

Fig. 4. Sigloi and thirds of sigloi from Idalion (scale 1:1).
a. Oxford, the Ashmolean Museum, no. 11729, silver siglos (10.83 g, 22 mm) from the Fayum Hoard.

b. Numismatic Lanz München, Auction 106, November 27, 2001, no. 167. Silver siglos (11.05 g, 20 mm) from the Asyut Hoard (no. 777).
c. ANS, no. 1944.100.57996 from the E.T. Newell Collection. Siglos (10.94 g, 19 mm).

d. ANS, no. 1944.100.57997 from the E.T. Newell Collection. Silver third of a siglos (3.60 g, 16 mm).
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DISCOVERY IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF 
CIRCULATION AND COIN USAGE PATTERNS 

This discovery from Israel is exceptional, since the coin from Idalion seems to be the first archaic silver-plated 
coin from this mint to be found in excavations outside Cyprus. Although no specific study on silver-plated 
Cypriot coins has been conducted to date, it is clear from the number of surviving coins in private and public 
collections that a large number of Cypriot silver coins, from various kingdoms, especially from the 5th century, 
are silver-plated,31 as evidenced by the test cuts made in antiquity, and this has been explained by the lack of 
silver in the island.32 The tradition of saving precious metal by mixing it with less precious metals continues for 
the Cypriots in the classical period, with their issues in gold, especially during times of war.33 

Silver-plated coins of the late 6th–4th centuries, usually large denominations, both from local mints 
(Samaria, Philistia and Phoenicia) and foreign ones (Athens, Aegina), are known from hoards and stray finds 
in the Southern Levant.34 

Two explanations are given for the presence of silver-plated coins; they may be official issues coined in 
periods of financial crisis, or they may be fraudulent imitations.35 The occurrence of silver-plated coins can also 
be explained as deriving from the need to produce a specific number of coins from a given amount of silver. 
Thus, if the minter had difficulty in dividing the given amount of silver into the correct number of coins, or if the 
given amount of silver bullion did not suffice to produce the requested number of coins, or if he wished to steal 
part of the silver, he would supplement his production with coins that had bronze-alloy cores. When dealing 
with locally minted currency serving the local market, it is possible that such “counterfeits” were tolerated by the 
authorities, as long as they did not upset the stability of economic conditions.36 Foreign silver-plated coins could 
have been treated in a similar way by the local authorities in Judea, especially in periods when no local coins 
were struck, e.g. the late 6th and early 5th centuries, and possibly even later into the 4th century. 

Whether this silver-plated coin of Idalion was minted by the authorities in certain circumstances (e.g. a 
shortage of silver bullion), or produced as fraudulent coin, is impossible to know, as contemporary historical 
references to the production of silver-plated coins in Idalion are unfortunately not available. However, its 
discovery in Khirbet Qeiyafa, alongside other intentionally cut silver coins from foreign mints, suggests that 
this coin was possibly treated during local transactions similarly to the non-plated silver coins and not removed 
from circulation, even though it was obvious that it is plated.  

31  If not mentioned in the description of the image and without an autopsy, identifying silver-plated coins requires either a test cut 
or a clear alteration in the metal consistency. Few examples of such coins (none from Idalion) have been published so far (Hill 1904, 
46 no. 4; Sheedy 1999, 284; Pilides and Destrooper-Georgiades 2008, 317 no. 36). These silver-plated coins as well as the bronze 
core of silver coins (Hill 1904: 58 no. 58) and the evidence of test cuts on other Cypriot coins (see for example Kagan 1994, 31, 
33) prove that plated coins were known in Cyprus as in other areas such as the Levant (Pilides and Destrooper-Georgiades 2008, 
324–25, 327).
32  Kassianidou 2009, 49.
33  Gold coins of king Evagoras I of Salamis included an important amount of bronze that was intentionally added by this king 
in order to produce more coins with a limited amount of precious metal, pay his mercenaries and finance the Cypriot war (391–
380/79) (Markou 2011b, 216–18, 260–63; 2013, 121–22). 
34  See for example: Meshorer and Qedar 1991, 67; Gitler and Tal 2006, 10, fig. 1; 17, fig. 1.4 no. 1; 19, fig. 1.5 no. 2; 27–29, fig. 2.3 
nos. 6, 12, 15; 54; 122 cat. V.10Db; 126 cat. V.16Dc; 132 cat. VI.1Db; 148 cat. VII.2HDa; 160 cat. XI.6Da–b; 184 cat. XIII.16Da–b; 
312–13; Farhi 2010; 2016, 22; 2021, 107, fig. 7.5 nos. 1–2.
35  Kroll 1993, 7, 9–10; Gitler and Tal 2006, 313.
36  Gitler and Tal 2006, 313.
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CLOSING REMARKS

This rare find from Khirbet Qeyiafa is another missing piece in the puzzle of the classical coins of Idalion. 
Its discovery emphasises the importance of excavation finds and their publication for supporting ongoing 
numismatic research, especially for mints such as Idalion, with a limited coin production and difficulties in 
attribution and dating. This find also contributes to a better understanding of the circulation patterns of the 
coins of Idalion outside Cyprus. In addition, this coin, being not only from a foreign mint but also plated, gives 
another insight into the use of coins from distant mints in a region which lacks local silver coins during the 6th 
and 5th centuries.
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