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The Pilot in a nutshell 
• Reimbursement of article/book processing charges 

for Open Access publications resulting from FP7 

projects 

• First period: May 2015 – April  2017 

• Extension granted end of April 2017 

• + 10 months (until February 28 2018) 

• Reasons for extension 

• Only half of funds spent (as of April 2017) 

• Wish for a larger dataset resulting from it 

• Traction was increasing in the last months 
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FP7 Post Grant Open Access 

Pilot 
• FP7 projects 

• Did not write any OA costs in their budgets 

• Post Grant, but ended no more than 2 years ago 

• Full Open Access 

• 3 publications per project (articles, monographs, 

proceedings, …) 

• Funding caps: 2000€/6000€ 

• No HYBRID journals 

• Pilot: no policy 
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What are HYBRID 

Journals?  
• Journals that offer an Open Access option for certain articles 

• But still charge subscription fees for other articles and/or the journal 

as a whole 

• Pilot does not support this (‘double dipping’) 

• Alternatives:  

• Look for a full OA alternative (e.g. on Directory of Open Access Journals 

www.doaj.org or other ‘white’ lists) 

• Publish in these journals, but go for the ‘green’ route and deposit the article 

in a repository 
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http://www.doaj.org/


Statistics 
• 801 publications in the system: paid, (conditionally) approved, 

processing payment 

• For a total of € 1 279 712,48  

• 100+ publications via pre-payment agreements with publishers (not in 

the system yet) 
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Statistics 
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• Greece: 19 publications 

• Total APC/BPC reimbursed: 24 541,96 € 

• Median: 1386,32 € 

• Average:  1 291,68 € 
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Greek submissions:  

PLoS ONE 

Water 

Journal of Biomedical Semantics 

Optics Express 

PLoS Computational Biology 

BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making 

Optics Express 

IEEE Access 

Annales Geophysicae 

Molecules 

PLoS ONE 

Journal of Electrical and Computer Engineering  

International Journal of Computational Intelligence Systems 

Frontiers in Marine Science 

Open Life Sciences 

Journal of Transportation Technologies  

BMJ Open 

Journal of Nanomaterials 

Nanomaterials and Nanotechnology 

• Submissions in the system: 

· Scientific Reports · 89 

· PLoS ONE · 68 

· Nature Communications · 40 

· Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics · 23 

· Sensors · 22 

· Optics Express · 17 

· Biogeosciences Discussions · 13 

· Frontiers in Plant Science · 12 

· Cell Reports · 11 

· Frontiers in Microbiology · 11 

· Environmental Research Letters · 10 

· Frontiers in Psychology · 9 

· BMC Genomics · 8 

· BMJ Open · 8 

· BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making · 6 

· Energies · 6 

· PLoS Computational Biology · 6 

· BMC Bioinformatics · 5 

· Ecology and Society · 5 

· New Journal of Physics · 5 

· PloS Genetics · 5 

· Science Advances · 5 



Workflows 
• Researcher submits  

• Provides invoice 

• Addressed to Athena Research Centre OR 

• Original invoice to researcher/institution + request for reimbursement addressed to ARC 

• Institution identifies eligible publications and submits on behalf of 

researcher  

• Provides suitable invoice OR 

• Funds directly from block grant, no invoice needed 

• Publisher with block grant identifies eligible publications  

• Submits on behalf of researcher OR 

• Sends potentially eligible publications to LIBER  

• Funds directly from block grant, no invoice needed 

• Cross-check performed by LIBER  
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Workflow 
• https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu  
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https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu/


• Eligibility check is automatic, 

based on OpenAIRE API 

• End date 

• # of publications 

• Project Coordinator gets an 

automatic notification, can object 

against funding 

• Service is ‘agnostic’ – first come, 

first served 
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Take note:  

• Invoice needs to be 

attached 

• Publisher issued: Addressed to 

Athena Research Centre 

• If invoice is paid for by 

institution: original invoice + 

request for reimbursement 

addressed to ARC 

• NO or INCORRECT invoice: 

no approval (status: 

‘conditionally approved’) 
 



• Requests are manually reviewed and approved by LIBER: 

• Double check CORDIS (end-date) 

• NO HYBRID Journals 

• Project Coordinator approval  

• Invoice correct ? 
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Contact information 
 

 

• Gwen.Franck@KB.nl 

• https://postgrantoapilot.openaire.eu  

• https://www.openaire.eu/support/faq#ifaqCat-132  
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