Mikpoypapia oe xelpdypapo, H eAenuoouvn Kat ot pova-
xoi, 110q awvag, “Warmplo Tou Chludov” Ms. 129 d, fol.
35 r., lotopikd Mouaegio Mooxag.

Manuscript illustration, Charity and the Monks, 11 century
(Chludov Psalter, ms 129 d, fol. 35r., Moscow Historical
Museum).
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HAIAZ ANAFNQEITAKHZ ELIAS ANAGNOSTAKIS

[Tegi Tne otaoems Tov Ehatootaguiov 111
ralL Elaodiov Ioavvov, votapiov

dide pov, Nuiwoet 0pavotQoge, LoMs EAafa TV eTLOTOM] TOV Yeholov Aafdaxtoth, Tov véou Tuvdagemv, Tou
(e oTOALEL e Oha TaL eTiBETAL TOU EAOUNQOV AEELAOYIOU TOU ROl e AEEL NOOTLYLOL, PEAAyY oML, RABaQUOL, HATTLYOL
Baopaouxn, Mixo Agdfro, xuvdolov. Ki Oha avtd yiotl amoxdhupa T CuVoUooio TV eAaOBoymV ®oL eAALOQL-
AOQaywYV, Tov €y1ve otov Yo Tov EAadd ot Anuvo. Nat, oty ANuvo, ®ot (i) QTS YLt 0€ £va VoL QNULoUEVO
amo moMd, O yio Aadiar, addd yio To AUV »omd xow T %oaoid tov. K emetdn éheuteg oty Kawodewa yio
%OWQO, WAAAOV GOV AELTOVV ETTELCOOLA ALTTO TNV 0TAOT TOv EAadiov, 1oV v7td To AAvpud YIoQTNS EAOLOOTAPUAOY
(axovoov, Grovoov Ti PENHay 0Toug LUBOVS KAl OTA EMMVIXA XAQTLO TOUS OL EAEELVOL RO TTOV YLOL TOV TTOAD TOV
OO0 TOV QLYQAUIOTO 1|TAV ULt VITODEON EWTTOQLAG OTOPUALMY %aL EACLOV), eTOolpalay TNy véo abela Toug ot
TAYOVIOTES OTEPAVOUEVOL e ®hadLA eMag, AéeL, Tov dévdou g [Talhddog. Ptdoave ol dbegol va hovve yio
ot detmrva xaw ovurtoola og xNmo EAawwv (ovpfoiund 1 cvvouotind Pefatmg, yioti mov eAamves 0To vinot)
#NQVOOOVTOS HAAMOTO OTL ATTO TOVS EAALMVES Eexivnoe M owTnola, ua eym Oa "Aeya 1 mpodooia Tov véov Iovda.

210 OVUITOOLO TOV, Aowtov, o EAaddg ndheoe 0Tov mUQyo Tov 0T ANUVO, e TQOTQOTY| TOU UAYLOTQOV, OAOVG
toug hapoantotés Eradddeg nar Eradixovg, 00wy oty voygogn to 10 1ot AauPda & éx oot épilato,

AL OGS EYOOUPAV TILOL T TEAEVTALN XOOVIOL te dV0 Aaufoa nat e daoeio To OVOUd TOUG, AUTOL OL PUVTOOUEVOL
0QYOVTOYXWOLATES, TO Aadd ex Twv EALAdwV 1) pahhov twv EAadddwv, nradn tmv Aadadmy ymeao. Ki omwg
avuhappaveoat, Pegbnrav Oha pali Ta Muvia xoxd cvvayueva og éva mueyo. Etot, nobav amo v [Ty

0 naywoteog Iwavvng o Eladdg, enmouévog wg EALaddg, o matoiriog Kwvotavtivog o Eradinog xat dvo toelg
arror Ehadades amod v IMouvn 1) Ty Zuvevn xow Ty [ehomovvnoo. Ku andun oto xAntoolo vanrovooy
(swioTevay oL avontol Twg o TovAoovy Addt og eumtoous s ITOANG) oL avumoyiaoTol Yo TV 6ITovdadTNTO
¢ 0000YQAPIXS TAQOVOLAS XAt TAVTOTNTAS TOVE Ywotdtes EAadirol, Bhdowog now Baotielog amo tnv
Xahxntdint), ouotot #L toot pe Tov Anuvio ELadd, nai téhog 0 amaidevtog matoarotag, POUVAYRQOQQMV 1ot OQUITE-
¢ Peviaxiog o EAadindg amd tv Zmdoth, CuyyeVIS TOU TQMTEQYATY TS WALwENG, TOV HAYLOTQOV.

ITowog elvar ovTog 0 PdyLoTog; Ma, gike pov, €xet fouiEer 0An 1 TIOAN. Nau, o PAETWD VO AVOQWTLECUL RO VO
11 OEAELS VO TO TUOTEYPELS, OV RO RAAC VITOTTTEVONHES OTL Elvor O PAyLoTtog Ninntag o Eradixoc, o 00hog ouprte-
0£00G TOV AVTOXQATOQX, VOL O LAYLOTQOG OTTO TNV AdQLOA, QUTOS TTOV UE TO YQOUUUOTIXO TOV TIAVETOL TILO
AQYOULOG aTTO TOVS 0QYalovs, o 'EAMNV amod tovs 'EMnvec, %t ag eivor o o Ehadinog amod tovg Ehadddes wot
ELaduxovs. O matoudtng, To @rhagdxt Tov @eooalovirne, Tov, Omws ®ohd YVmEILEeLs, elxe amtd ralQd ®afoiroet
TO ROAGUL XA, CLPOT CVUITEDEQLOOE OO ROL [LE TOV TOAQO TV Bovdydowv, ovelpevdtay moo@ioa 0 TahMoraddg
RO (QUOOTOIXALVAL UEYAQOL (PMTIOUEVOL (1€ TTOAVEAALOVG TTEVTAROTIWY ®aAvONAL@V oav to ITavayio Tago xau
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Kétwvog, ehatoypapia, Kwotrig Mouddroog, 2000.

Costis Moudatsos Crown of Wild Olive (oil), 2000.



Tpayoudlotng Tou KaAokatplou, ehaloypapia, Kwotrg Mouddtoog. 2001

Costis Moudatsos, Singer of the Summer (oil), 2001.
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v Ayia Zogia.. Ma toa o yehd poali tov 0An 1 I1oAn. Metd amo 6oa yivave xat Oa cov dimynbm, tov Edproe
0 owtoxpdtogag otov Epuwtd, xovid otov Tpavixo, va "var xovtd otnv Teola twv nommy tov, o' drrov oo
EeulMopévn eeotmvn exlmagel Aadaxt, autdg 0 Aaddg, TOU e OTEPAVL EALAS OTNV REPAAY] TOV UEYAAOTLAVETOL
yro. Ovumtiog xot AAiEas.

‘Ouwe, dev ta "(ov ®ohd VITOAOYIOEL, OV YVOQLLOV OL XATMTIXOL ETOQYLOTES OTL VT T EAAIIRA RAUDUATO
1 tov BUCTavtog dev ta onraveL... [Tov axovotnroy TéToleg aQeTneés LwEopLhodoties, ev néow BuTavtio, xat
UWAMOTO Ao EVOL YAQATDOELDT] %Ol EOOAAPOUEVO, UEYO (PQOVOVVTA YLOL TNV EVYEVELXL YLOL VO U1 TTw QVOYEVELD TOV,
amo éva yoidagouoven rayo, Eva EAadino, amd d10 yeviEg To0QOU)L, TOU TLAVETOL YLOL YOVOG OAMYV TWV
agyatmv oo v ABnva xai v Zraet; ITov to *fee, alnbewa, yia va yodget To ovoud tov ‘Erhaddg, avtog o
ELaddc, 1o Madoumotraio, 0 EAaodd oG, 0 LOVQYOS %Al 1) LOVQYA, 1) EAALOYVOS, O EACLOXATNAOG, TTOV £uade OAN
TNV 10TOQI0 TOV AoV amtd Tov Oungo wg ta Temmovind xouw ParkBnre o doxnoloogog va hafdaxioet to eddioy,
va. 70 eELOMOEL PE TOV POIXTO TOU TOTO T0 EALASLOV; ZTOUG ROQOKES TOL YOOUUATIRG %OL OL LUKQOYQOUUATES
0000YQ0PNTELS TOV...

KdAeoe, Aowmov, Tovg avBommoug Tou, £vo YUQm OAO TO EAALOPOQO ALYaio, XQUEA TNV CLOYY %L VOTEQO.
QaVEQQ, YwELS va hoyaptalel xivouvo, yio va giEovve Tov avtoxrgdtoga. Kat povo Aelmove amo tn ehadiny] pogio,
oL Aadades amo v Kontn, v Kimgo, tov I1ovto xot ta vnotd Tov Adpio wg HEQT HOXQLVA KAl GOVUPOQOL OTNY
otaon tov Ehadiov. Tia tnv Kanmadoxio ovte Moyog, ehd xaw Aadt exel dev ta yvwpilovve... Ku émerta 1 ehadinn
aAVTOQOLo %QLONKE 0O TOV TOVNEO A0QLOCUO VTTOBEON aTorAeLoTIRG EMACOLXY] ®ow didheEe WG Lo TEAOPOQO
ONUEID WOOTENYQL, OUTE TTOAD LoQLd 0UTE TOAD 20VTA 0TNY Baotkevovoa, Tnv Anuvo, tov mogyo tov Eradd, yia
vo. wroel vo Aadmoet xou to wAowo. HOele va moooetalotel Toug eAnyoug, eEAaLomTaQoyous xan Toug ARudixkovg
OV ELEYYOUV TO. OTEVA, TLOTEVOVTOS OTL EAaov Boavel »Oua Oahdoong, Aeg %ot To oyEOL0 TOv Bar NTav Pt oty
VOUTI®Y] LOTOQLC OYESLALOUEVT) OV QUTY) TTOV ELYE OTO VOU TOV XQOVLC. T yia TV Ooio Ogoxtiotn ™) Agofio.

Mo %o WAT|OOUE YLOL OOLEG, TTQETTEL VO GOV OVOPEQW OTL EXAAEDE ETTLONG YLOL CUYXAAVYY O VITOXQLTNG %Ol
HOUTTOOES PNULOUEVES TOPEQVIAQLOOES, XOUTAQETCOVES, TIS OVES TTOV THIA (1OG OOLES %ol TTOV aANBeL0. Tov cEUOtouy,
v Avva v Katowydea, thy Evdoxia v Kagaxraoida, tnv Tauaomin, tny Povpmoyrada, xow tny Mayyaviva,
aPavitofoukydoes, TovEraoueVIooes (Pouég xatd meglotaon roL AgEVTY), TTOV (AYYAVO EXOUYV TO XOQUL TOVG,
MoTQIBL-TaTnTNOL, Y10t Va. BydCovy To AAdL 1] TO %QOOL TWV AQOEVIXMDYV XAQTMV. AQYOTEQA TOALG OXOVOTNRAV VIO
TOL OQYLOL TTOV YIVOVE OTOV TTUQYO, ®AOMGS TO AddL OV TS ahelgpave oTLg Tavvuyides €Toexe wall Ue TO ®QUol OOV TO
motau xow 0Tl 6ot Toug telrd deiyvave mootiunomn oty Povpmoayrdda, mov elye yeudto eMES To *mAOUEQLOL TNG
»a Edvafe tovg Ehadddeg. Ki oot 0TOMOE TIg WOEG Pe #ANUOTOQUARQ %Ol TIG AAAES e #AOdLE EMAS %L oD
AQEUCLOE OTO MOUUO TOVS CAELTTTA, UAOKTA-@LoAdLe e deomotind Aadt amd v Bibuvia, v 'Egeoo xat tv
I1atoa, Tovg £dwae (row TAAL YLa CUYXRAAVYPT) VO RQATOVY o ®0UTto. Moveudoto oivo kot tig €Bake va Tov
TAOLOUDOOVVE, OTAY AVOLEE TO GUUTOOLO, XWOIG oL EVYT], EVOL EVYELALO, UL LEQT] TTOQOVTLNL 1] ELXOVAL.

Me AOYOUS GUVOUOTIXOVGS DLEVXQIVIOE EX TQOOUWIOU OTL EUUEVEL naw 0TV daoeia ko ota dvo AduPdo xan 6T
UEANUQL XL CUVONUAL TOV VEWV ROUQMV TTQETEL VAL YiVEL 0 AafOaxitonog, mov Ba 0dNyNoeL 0ToV EALAOLLO POTIONO,
%L OTL uovov M ABnva, 1 Bed g eEMAS now TS Zogiag, YEVVNONKE ad To xe@dll Tov Alo (0O Toapvbio yoouwv
naolvpuévwy) vaw ot n IModidda etvarn Eilenuootvn, mov omd v reqodt) g ot Oeiol avdpeg PAémouy anodun
070, EVUTTVLE TOUG VO PUTEMOVOLY ®AddoL eAds. Kot yio va BohmoeL To veQd, O€ TEQLITTWON TOV TOV TOQAROLOV-
0oV0aVE ROTAOROTOL, TO YUQLOE OE EVO, EQUOPQODLTO EYRMULO TNG EMAS ROL TNG AUTELOV Oy PePaimg Tng
aAnBung, odha Tov ayarnuévov pbwy tov. BéBoawa dvorohia natdpege va un meodobovv ol BAépels xo ta
0y£€dL4 Tov now TEMKA Oev Byrne AadL, Otwg VTOAOYLLE.

K1 dzovaoe, gihe Pov, Pe TL LOETTOLO 0QYAVMOE TO CUUTOOLO, MOTE EVM WAOVOE YLO. TO OUTTEML, EYROUIALE TNV
eMd, IMACON TNV APEVTLA TOV, EVED VUVOVOE TNV OLUTOXQOTOQLXT] GUITTELO, TTEQVOVOE TOL UNVUUOTO IO TNV OTAOY
tou EMadiov tou. Agyloe va whd yio. TV oupustdaBeia tov dn0ev delyveL 1) eALG 0TO QUITEAL KA YLOL EVOL (POVTOL-
OTI®O %AQTTO, TOV ENALOOTAPUAO. AMOeLaL, OEV EEQM TTOV TOV PENKE 1 OV TOV PAVTAOTNLE, OALA RATTOLOG CLTTO TO
BoolrO O%QLITTOQLO OV ELTTE OTL TOV avopéQeL ota [emmovind tov o Kaoowavog Bdooog, £0yo mov aviiyodget
QUTOV TOV X0 YL TOV avtoxedtoga. Tny ovurddelo auty), OLVEXLOE O LAYLOTQOG, (00 PEPana, pile pov,



ROTOLAPOLVE TNV VITOXQLOLOL QVTH), TNV ROTAIELVVEL TO YEYOVOS OTL, OV ®eVTOLo0El eMA 08 ®ANUCL, TO OEVTQO
mov Ba fyer Oa dwoel naw oTagUALe ®oL eMES Pall. AVEQEQE UAALOTO OTL TTOALOL EXOUV dEL TO OEVTQO QUTO OTNV
ALPn (Oeg xaw Kigre, Tl copiotnre 0 ZaQaxnvopomy) xat €xouy Yevhel ToV xaQmd Tov, 1oV HoLdlel 01 yevon
e otapuL xaw eMd palt zow 6t or rohatol Popaiol to Aéyave ovforifa. Katahafaivels TAEOV Ue o TETOLO.
OUYAEXAAVUUEVT) OLOAOYIOL TO UéyeBog g mpodoaiag. TTooxertal, pIATUTE, Yo £YrANUO ROOOOLHOEMS KOl TUQUVVIOG,
OTOV AlYO TTOAD CUTOG ELVOL 1] EALAL TTOU REVTQLOTNXE TTAVM OTO QUTOXRQOATOQIXO RANUO, CUNTEDEQLOOE UE TOV AVTO-
%QATOQO %O OTALY ETOUQETOL OTL EXEL TNV YEVOY OTOPUANG O Tahoraddg, | Ooovusa, | Ohaot), § xoAvumdda
ehaiol, IOV TLAVETOL YLo FOTOUG %Ol YLO XQVOOOTAPUAO. ALAG OV TAVEL LOVO QVTO, EBOAE KAl TOVS AALOVG (e
O TOV REWWEVQL, WAAMOV RAEUUEVA OITO TTAAALOVS, VO TTOVY TA 1OLCL.

Znrabnzre o payoteog lwdvvng o EAaddg xow amnyyelhe ymoig va xotarofaiver T Aéew: xal Auraijs etfotovy
av' opyada xapmog éAaias Ballel éolotagviwy mavtooe Oeilomédwy, ONAOON ROl UES OTOV AUTEAORNTO AVAUETT,
ot Qavpaotd otagiia OAALeL 0 MITOQOG ®OQTOS TNG EAMLAS. Aev xoeldLovTal, voultw, egunveles, oe molovg
avaueoa Barler o yevvadas Tayyo-Ehadds.

"Evog dAhog oo Ty Zpiov, 00V YEmUETONG 0Ta ALoguta s Blbuviag, éxaue emidelEn yuo 0,11 dev
voovoe: Eimé vouet, Tivog eioi putdv atiyes; Al uév élaion [lalladogs, ai 0¢ méoi€ quegides Boouiov, dnhadm,

(av eivar duvatov ot foorol vo 0pllovy oe oLV avi%EL TL, OAAG OTTO TOUG XWQLATES OAL VO TC TTEQLUEVELS) OL
eMég avnrouv oty Iaihada (otov ITakoradd N oty Iaioelhada) xot ta apméla otov foouden. Bépaa,
0 UAYLOTEOS VTTOOTNOLEE OTL Ue TO PEOMOG 1 vonoel ®amolog Pooudengs, arid o foovieQdg ALOVVOOGC, OV %Ol O
TAVOVQYOS GALOV 0TOYEVE ROl 0OVPOLLE, TOV auTorEATOQO diYws Ghho. Dike wov, dev voultm 0Tl veQRdilw
0€ rayvIToia.

Ku av Bemoeic 0t eipon vreQBoAKOG, VOL %O 1) CUVEXELX OTTO TOV OVIWS BOOUEQOD, TOV 0dioTaxTO Pevidnio, Tov
OVYYEVI] TOU UAYLOTQOV, TTOU WIANOE YL Lot EALG oV, eV vtoPaotdlel xat 0TneIteL po *ANUoTaQLd, TVEYETOL KoL
ovvOAiBeTon amd to Bdoog g Iallddog eiut putov Boouiov T ué OAifete xAaves; "Apare Tovs fotovas mapbévog
0V uebvw, dMhad), oav va Tvalel ®aTw o AvavdQog TNV Paotixky) avadevdeada, OTAY RAAEL: AQATE TOVS PAOIAL-
%0UG POTOVAGC, OEV TOUS OVTIEYW, 0G TOVG EeoQTmBOOVUE, OTAOLALW YD 0 gAadOC, 0 Adtong g ITalhadog.

Kou Aeg yuo va xheioer avtod 1o geCihint o véog EAMy éBake tov Anuvio Eradd xat toug Aadddeg amod thy
Xahztdun va touv dvo AEEELG EMAMNVIRES YLOL TNV AAWVXTELQaY EAQUNY 1| TNV TTEQXNY 10N yovoo)iTwY’ EAdnV, Lo
autol Ogv NEEQUY OVTE YOO OVTE OVAYVIOT] OL PTWYOL ROL TA TYYELLE EX TTQOTMITOV, VT OVTMYV, O OOMOG
nayloteog: " A¢Eov, Agodity, To PTWY G dMEO TOV PTWYOV AEWVION, TEVIE QMYES OTUPUMOV, EVOL TR0 CUXO
%OL CUTNY TNV EMA TTOV TNV Padnoa xaw Ty €Baia oto ahatovego" M ""Eva 0oL, ouxa, évo Toausi otagpi, Eva
UNho, £vo ®aQUOL, EVOL CrYYOUQL RO ULOL EALC TTOU O XQUOOS YLTMVOS THS QAOVINS TG AOYLOE VA NAVQILEL, AT GOV
avadérel, [lolame, 0 AGumv 0 ®xNTOVQOGC, EVYOUEVOS OXUT| OTO OEVTQOL KOl GTO ROQWUL TOV".

To mowi ™S TéTaS Hépag ovte 1 ITardada ovte N Agpoodity ua ovte o Ilpiartog dev Toug XAQLoE axuy oTo
QEVTQO TOUG %Ol TO ROQULA TOVG, AAAG OL AVOQMITOL TOV YQLOTLOVOU OUTORQATOQA TOVS CUVEAXAY OLOVG, THV DO
OV AVTIUAYOVTOY Y VO %eQOLooVY ToV Baheo eranmva Tng Povpmayladag, mov xoavyale aEnuéQmTa Aror-
uopevy: Pdte Madl xL ehdre Poadu. K amd tote oL lotogieg divouy nan aigvouy yia tovg Ehadinove. Zdtpeg,
ROVOVES o lopPelo amd ToOug AOYIOVG, U KAl OYVQTIXA GOUOTO, OOV aUTd OV ayartovv ol [Taglayoves xo
TOAYOVOU O XOOWOS OTIS TAPEQVES RO TA TTAVIYVQLA, ELVOIL OTC. OTOUATA OAWV Yio. TO. Tadnuato Tov Ehaduxmy
%o yLo 1o ehadL. ooy bég axoun pov diafdoave to ZuvaEAQL TOU TUNUEVOV YOidAQOV, OOV £VAS YALOMQOS
ROTOOATETOL, YLOTL EQOrye NAQOUAL AadmUEVO og eQiodo vnoteiag »ow €va ahho yio v Elaio tnv »eod Fovue-
VIOOQ, TOU TYE LAQTUQAS VTTEQAOTILONG TOV OTAPUAMOY witootd otov Baotiid Kudmvio.

Ma 6hovg Toug Eemtégaoav oL hoylol povayol, or Kuounteg, mov heg ot €xouv farbel va amoTeleudoouy Ty
ehaduxn) pwoio pe Ta emryodupatd tovs. To EA(A)adiov pe Vo 1 évo AduBda, ue 1 ywoic daoeia, xat Béfaia
EMGL, LOVEL KO %OQT), OEVTQO %Ol RAQTTOG, OeV OELOUV eyrduULO TEMXA, OELOVY, QUPOES, ®hadEuaTa, TOPELC naL
uayyava va fyet to ehddi. Kau ag to vonoouy wa yio tavro o Katwtixot vedmhoutol xo ennouévol, ailog o
AMIUTTQOG ROOUOG TNG TORMPUEAS ®aw THG Belag Zogiag 0Tov oghalud g orovuévng, Ty Kovotaviivoumohn,

%L GO 1 PaoPaQOTNS TNE PAQOAVATANGC, TNG GUOQYNS, TN AadLds oty EALAdwV, 0TV AMadddmv Thy X hQd.
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®iAe POV, I0WG 08 ROVQAOO. L€ METTOUEQELES TTEQLOOES, O TO AaxwVICewy elval TOU HAYLOTOOU AQETT), OYL dLxn
nog. TawgudCel udvov otny gonuid ot oty mevia, otn Sagmwuévn eld twv Eradunmv, xabwg Eepdg, otevos xat
TGUTTTWYOG ELVOL O XMEOG %ol To pEMLOY Tovg. Epeig edw oty IToA éxope tv whnb0 g Ogov Zogiag yolopuévol
10 Méya tov ‘Eleos. 'Etot, howmov, Ba xhelom mhovola zow TANOmOIXA Ue OO0 ETLYQUUIOTO LoV OTEIAAVE OL
Kuounteg o€ guyvmuoouvy yia Ty amoxdiviym g ovvopooiags. To éva whd yio zdmolov mov mtnye v EMLada
%ot POVOV TOV TNV TRWTOUVTIXQUOE ayQouxiodnxe: " Avtog oty Mmapumoagud dev miye yo va Pagpfaowbel, po
otnv EMada . To dAho xdver AOYO yior ToL LWVNUELD ROL TOUS VEXQOUS 0OQOUS TNG ATTIXNG, QVTIOETO pe TV £dw
Cooa miotn row Oeov Zogio Tov pog otoAilel: " ABNva v Baothevovoa mpooriva, yLott 600 %L oy gV
ROUYLETOL VIO TLS EAMLES GOV, OUME QUTH ®QOTEL TAL OXNTTTOA" . Z€ £VaL TOITO EMLYQUUUUA VUVELTAL 1) EAAULOPOQOS
BiBuvia pe v Nixawa, Ty @oiaxa xow apwyo tov Bulavtiov pog, mov oe Oha vird xow undeviCer v Edadixn
nmotia. Pike pov, eivor woteida wag n Nikowa xow YU’ avto to porpdlopat wali cov.

ToeLs eivat oL TOAELS TNG EMAS

Nixawa, IToatveotog o tov Epeyxbémc.

‘Onwg, ABMva, yia Tig EMES GOV PNV ROVYLECL,

€yl % 1 Nizowo amo auTég %L 0rOUn AUITEALD

MPadLa, xovg, dEvToa, Cma ®oL Auvn.

Ze Ol VIrd, OTIWG AEEL XOL TO OVOUG TNG.
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On the Oily Doings Behind
the Attempted Coup of Elaiostaphylon
and of Eladion by Palace Secretary Ioannis

This piece, which in the original is highly amusing, is so reliant upon word play that it is beyond translation. We offer
a paraphrase, which is the best we can do for those unfortunate enough not to be able to read the original Greek.

The text relies on verbal play with the words ‘elaia’ or ‘olive’, on the one hand, and ‘Hellas’ or ‘Greece’, on the other,
and their derivatives. Thus the word ‘Eladas’ and ‘Eladikos’ refer both to Helladic people, i.e. people originating
from mainland Greece, as well as to ‘eladades’ or sellers of olive oil.

The text is in the form of a letter by the palace secretary loannis, citizen of Constantinople, originating from
Nicaea, sent to his friend who lives in Nicaea (called Nicaeus). They are both representatives of an identity beyond
the Helladic Greekness of the mainland. This Greekness is represented by the glory of the Byzantine Empire and
of its Emperor, by the Church of Hagia Sophia and by the grapevine, symbol of the Byzantine throne. According
to the author of this letter, the magister Niketas Eladikos of Larisa, mainland Greece, father-in-law to the
Emperor, instigated the attempted coup by urging another ‘Eladikos’ or Helladic Greek, the Eladas of Lemnos, to
invite many Helladics from various parts of mainland and island Greece to his castle on Lemnos. The ostensible
reason for this gathering was to celebrate the ‘elaiostaphylos’ or the legendary hybrid fruit of olive (elaia)-cum-
grape (staphylos). To do this, the conspirators extolled the virtues of the olive and presented themselves as
exclusive inheritors of the glory of the ancient Greek or Helladic heritage, symbolised by the olive. They held
symposia, recited verses, read out speeches, performed rituals and even orgies in which the ‘elaion’ or ‘olive oil’
held a predominant position and superimposed itself upon, or rather, was joined to wine and the grape, symbols of
the Emperor’s power. At the same time the Helladic conspirators, presented as greasy, uneducated country
bumpkins by the palace secretary, insisted on presenting their connection with the oil (eladin, spelt with one ‘I’)
as etymologically associated with Hellada or Greece (spelt with double ‘I°).

However, such distortions could not shake the cultural, symbolic and political hegemony of Byzantium,
representing the culture of the Greek east, of Constantinople, Bithynia and Nicaea, and manifested through the
Christian Emperor’s power, whose men arrested the conspirators totally immersed in sexual orgies in the castle of
Eladas, on Lemnos. Ioannis, the palace secretary who revealed this conspiracy to the world, closes his letter to his
friend by quoting various epigrams testifying to the superior identity and civilization of Byzantine as opposed to
Helladic Greece. The latter is characterised by “desolation and poverty, like a wrinkled olive, paralleling the arid,
narrow and poor land and future of Helladic Greeks.” Athens should “pay homage to Constantinople for, however
much it boasts about its olives, it is Constantinople that holds the sceptre.” In a final epigram, Bithynia and Nicaea
are glorified as assistants to Byzantium and victors over “Helladic silliness.” Thus, the Byzantine world of the east
claims for itself the olive, the very symbol of Hellenic identity and culture:

Three are the cities of the olive.

Nicaea, Praenestus and Athens.

But, Athens, do not boast about your olives

Nicaea has olives, too, as well as vines,

Fields, gardens, trees, animals and a lake.

It is victorious (nika) in everything, as its victorious name (Nikaia) shows.

Paraphrase by Dr. V. Chryssanthopoulou
Research Fellow,

Hellenic Folklore Research Centre,
Academy of Athens

117



